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> Telationg | We have before us the first number of the; we are told, are but poorly equipped, being unpro-; were found guilty on both charges, two guilty of 


°S the pr, | a Oe ; d Republi Review,”? pub-| vided with artillery, and principally composed of| treason, and two were acquitted. 
. 1 Magazine and Republican Review,” pu e y, and |} pally ] mo So Re gay both 
aTY Would ig ceepeages city by Messrs. Fulton and Smith, ang | dragoons and musketeers. Of eleven companies of infantry, and a troop of 
aay the { Ea by HENRY i. Brent, esq. Most of the arti- -- _ | dragoons, which were lately sent to Henryville, all 
S; aud, p gmaited DY with great spirit and ability, and} “An extract translated from the letter of the min- | have returned, except the cavalry, which remains 


Ve Ofieng | mgjes are written 


t ender the work highly popular with | ister of war and marine to gen. Uriea, about making | at Missisquoi bay. 

al oe woe doctrines it aiattatie.. ; common cause against the French, reads thus: The fine church of St. James, at Toronto, U. C., 
Nese, and Ww have also received the January number of the} “General, we ought to forget our differences, and | Was destroyed by fire on the Gth inst. It was 
 YOur yg B ia States Magazine and Democratic Review,” | all the unfortunate occurrences. I have the honor | Valued at 40,000 dollars. 

dy would F sang worthy the reputation the work has already | t be a good Mexican, and believe you to be another;| The Albany papers announce the arrival in that 
id hoe : hic 4 and, for this reason, invite you, in the name of our! city of gen. Scottand col. Worth, from the north- 
to fone ' Paes “ot of the above. we have had pla- | ¢¢a" and unfortunate country to come along with mej ern frontier. The Evening Journal remarks that 
from ie ® Since ee ye aatcak of 216 ae. entitled to defend her against an insolent foe. It has come these gallant men, now, as heretofore, have dis- 
bitants ql ed on our ta hE : P iV; 7 ) ;, | to that point when we ought to spill our blood in de- charged their delicate and responsible duties with 
Ay that gf Political sketches of eight years in Washington,” | fence of the independence—that independence which | distinguished success and ability. Gen. Seott has 


c. by RoserT Mayo, M.D. This work has been | pag cost you, me, and others many sacrifices, and | traversed the entire western and northern frontier, 


m holdino ; ; dent 
8} Mboked for by the public with much anxiety, and whicn ought to be sealed with our blood. mingling frankly and familiarly with his fellow- 


tates who py 





his Veing | aroun a hasty glance at its contents, we think it will) cat this point, general, I have 850 men, 700 of | citizens, and inculeating, with persuasive elo- 
fect, you “Be read with great interest by politicians of all par- | whom are effective men—good and valiant Mexi-| quence, the doctrines of obedience to the laws. 
“Ing con. | ies. cans, filled with enthusiasm, and who desire to die | Col. Worth’s position has been one of extreme 
em | ete ‘ for their country, by the side of these braves under | difficulty. He kas, however, borne himself nobly, 
sp @ DEFALcaTIoNn OF Mr. SWARTWOUT. On Thurs- your orders. At this moment, I have given imstruc- | combining in all his movements, the fidelity of the 
public of Bay last, the house of copresopimtets See, an anl-/ tions to unite all the forces here, with that celerity | soldier, with the generosity of philanthropist. The 
Whenever ated disenseton, a report of w ich we wi Ae: the case requires. Remember, sir, that you are aj high duty of pacification could not have been more 
iscovered Pmmme NeXt * REGISTER,” on two balloting, ssucceede: Mexican; and also remember that that independence | wisely confided than to the hands of gen. Scott and 
im office | am electing a committee of nine members to investt-| the French would rob us of ought to be every thing. | col. Worth. 
mn Amer.pmate the defalcations of Mr. Swartwout, viz: Mr.| pj, being the case, you will, without doubt, time- 

that tha fiamearlan, of Ky., Mr. Wise, of Va.. Mr. Curtis, of ously fortify the bar with pieces of great calibre that} From Frortpa. From the Tallahassee Floridian 
eclaratin New York, Mr. Dawson, of Geo., Mr. Hopkins, of) yi) protect it on all hands, and thus avoid a misfor- | of January 5. Just as our paper was going to press 
| tteead a., Mr. Smith, of Maine, Mr. Cushman, of N. H. Mr-| tune similar to that which bas befalien San Juan de | we saw a letter from Magnolia, stating that a party 


rt by te PEmore, of S. C., and Mr. Hubley, of Pa. The first} Yigg of Indians were surprised yesterday morning and 


x named gentlemen were elected on the first ballot. six of them killed by a company of ten of the citi- 
heir political character is as follows: whigs 4,) Gayapran arrarrs. Upper Canada. The| zens of Magnolia. “Ihe Indians were first discov- 
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te house of representatives, has been appointed 


ecretary of the commonwealth. St. Thomas, U. C., Dec. 27. Allis quiet on the | turned and surprised the guard, drove them off, 


. frontier. The brigands a we tegy down to et terete ys . their rigiragt po rig ae 
lew : alo. mean time the trials are going on of; packs an e bagyage of the troops. e hav 
A eee mr res oceans Rullefin of eng be: tales at Satidpiclt. odrtaes were | ne learned that die Puatane have sine been found. 
previously in, and twenty-three brought in yester-| wre jearn by a gentleman from the west that the 
day, besides eight found in the woods by the In- fugitive Creek Indians have recently made their 
dians, partly eaten by the pigs, aud from their situa- | a, hearance in the neighborhood of St. Andrew’s 
tion when found, and other circumstances, there is bay. They appear peaceable, having committed 
reason to believe these animals attacked them be-/ no other depredations than to kill caftle oceasion- 


more pe 
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pf 7th instant, contains the following: 


By the arrival of the Spanish schooner Baliza, 
rom Vera Cruz, which she left on the 23d Decein- 
ber, we are put in possession of intelligence confirm- 
tory of the recent reports respecting a conflict be- 


cat 


ssrs. Dt 


he 


be 
den, Jew 
yresented ie 


about yp meiends of the administration 3, conservatives 2. Kingston Chronicle givesa statement of the dis-|ered about three miles from town by a person out 
the quem On yesterday Messrs. Elmore, Cushman and} nogai of the several prisoners tried by the court| hunting, who returned and raised the company. 
not in iseeuoley were earaee are serving upon the rave serena martial which adjourned on the 4th instant. A few days since, we learn that a party of In- ; 
contenipamee? aller yh gris ted i Procressy to supply the | The number of prisoners tried by the courtis 140) dians attacked the negroes on the plantation of T. a 
he houseps acancies thus roy yo oe Ly one and at Remaining untried in Fort Henry 4/J. Linton, of Madison county, and carried off two i 
ves al late hour samae mea in electing Messrs. Mariin, do do in hospital 9 | of their namber, and a keg of whiskey. They re- ‘ 
lich werel ane ptt beet niin bten ahd disorder dudne Died in hospital 2 | tired a short distance into the cornfield, danced and 4 
So thy prided and many points at’ sider eh Queen’s evidence 4/ drank all the whiskey and decamped with the ne- i 
a F all which ae will tate et noliee’ ie Gur went. ~~, | groes. They were pursued next morning but not : 
n e" | ; ee asa. nee A 159 | overtaken. We learn, however, that the Indians é 
val. Thee ia in 1 ae en Nave been aireacy exe . ' were intercepted by a scout from the Econfence E 
ier, Mem ena i apo } Mr. hy he "| inaugurated as| The two prisoners who were not executed on the | who sdrorited | and captured all their packs. 5 
f the mega anlage E op ‘his add, z an will We have! 4th, Leonard Deline, and Andrew Leper, have been | Not being sufficiently strong to follow the Indians ) 
With an account of the proceedings, next week MAC ent tpay 9 sn CAVES Othe Sacerge arid 
d be pent Francis Rt Shunk ps Sie imitans wikkrh ‘ n° adi Accounts from Watertown state that three pri- | pluhder, while the remainder returned tothe post for q 
101 of tis ro 9 99. y) clerk 0! soners have been released by governor Arthur. | reinforcement. In their absence, the Indians re- ‘ | 
€ 
i 
4 
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ween the French troops and the Mexican forces 

















p- under the command of Santa Anna. The statement | re their death, while exhausted from cold and in- | ally for their own use. We presume captain Hut- 
cof : capable of resistance. There are still about one | +5) will endeavor to capture them cr persuade them | 
> report at the Mexican chief had been wounded, and had hendred in the woods unaccounted for-—what.a cap Pp 
Pr papullered amputation of the leg, proves to be correct. |) o7ar® : to come fp and emigrate, We hopy he may be 
solutiot e learn, in addition, that the city and ., | dreadful fate! successful. : 
ae | ; ; Yenc castle have| Ww. L. McKenzie is at Buffalo The head quarters of the regiment operating i 
wavs aemmee” evacuated by the French. Santa Anna has al- hte See SSE Gee Ne = 4 ; wet si hy p ‘ 1g in 
heigl owed eight days to the French residents in Vera} Lower Canada. The court martial at Montreal Middle °° se we. Wee hott tee ¥ ae as re- 
my tuz for preparations for their departure, and sixty | has made the following disposition of the Napier- poe to Dead-man’s bay by order of general 
21. 193m jays have been accorded to the French in the in-| ville prisoners. i ay or. 2 ’ 
hen realm Or for the Same purpose. It was currently re- Charles Huot is found guilty, and sentenced to} The St. Augustine News says: ‘sWe are informed 
ned tl orted that the Mexican government had resolved | death, but is recommended by the court for a com-| by a gentleman from Jacksonville, that he learned 
~~ Fag@upon the expulsion of all foreigners, without excep- | mutation of the capital punishment. of the guide Tomoka John, who had just returned 
e report + Guillaume Levesque, Pierre 'Tlheophile Decoigne, | fromm Lampa Bay, that there were 130 Indians in 
after, (a From the same source we derive information that | Achille Morin, Joseph Jaques Hebert, Hubert | that place; 14 of them warriors, the balance women 
Canbrt part of the French fleet had removed from Vera| Drossin Leblanc, David Drossin Leblanc, Francois | and children; that Sam Jones, with 70 warriors, 
vmmitil 'uz in order to renew the blockade of other Mexi- | Trepannier, jun., Pierre Hector Morin, and Joseph | was at Okechobee; and that 240 Indians were con- 
rariwotk — ports. The corvette Creole, commanded by the | Pare, are found guilty, and sentenced to death, to | centrated in that direction, but more to the east- 
‘eto, pol rince de Joinville, had gone to Havana on a cruize; | be carried into effect at such time and piace as the | ward of the peninsula. 
sy ball pod there now remains but four vessels of war be-| commander of the forces may appoint. Of these, . ' 
. accept ie Vera Cruz. The blockade of the town is never- | however, the court recommend Guillaume Leves- THE GOLD EAGLE. This beautiful coin, after a 
‘ed sow icles strictly enforced, and no vessels whatever | que and Fis. Trepannier, jun., toa commutation of | long absence, has reappeared in our country. The 
hate Nd “ne aliowed to enter. The French brig Marie | the sentence of death, fora punishment less severe. | mint at Philadelphia is striking them, and nawentity 
e bout arene has been chartered by the French admiral | Louis Lemelin and Jean Baptiste Dozois, sen., are | has arrived here. Itis not only a noble coin, but, 
Ir. Bon o Jeave in about ten days for New Orleans, with | found not guilty, and acquitted accordingly. | in its improved appearance, a fine specimen of art. 
he ne ene hundred and twenty French residents. The| Louis Lemeiin and Jean B. Dozois, senoir, were | As yet, only the mintin Philadelphia has issued this 
: rmy of Santa Anna, about seven thousand strong, | acquitted. ‘coin; but the branch mints will soon follow, as it 
mornil “s said to be encamped at ten miles distance from the he finding of the court has -been approved and | is found that Philadelphia is an exceedingly difficult 
‘deratila 2. published in general orders. place to diffuse the coins from. It is found that they 
commit th The schooner Cora, from Matamoras, brings news Seventeen more prisoners were brought in from | difiuse muca better from other points, and therefore 
vartwou! os the town is besieged by the federalists, who} Napierville on the 8th. the coinage of the branches wiil be sedulously at- 
king somer some nine hundred, and is defended by a| The Montreal Courier of the 11th, states that the tended to. eS 
milar force under command of general Filesola. | trial of the nine persons from Tortue, charged with} It 18 now thirty-five years since an eagle has been 


No action had as yet taken place. The assailants, | treason and murder, terminated on the 1@th. Five ! coined at our mint, [ Globe. 


Vor. V. Sre. 21. 
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Orricrat. Department of state, Washington, Jan. 
12. Extract from a letter received at this depart- 
ment from the United States consul at Fayal, dated 
October 2, 1838. t 


“I have the satisfaction of informing you that an 
order has just been received and promulgated by the 
director of this custom-house, abolishing the emo- 
luments and fees hitherto levied on the cargoes of 
vessels that have put into the ports of these islands 
in distress.” 

LETTER FROM coMMODORE PorRTER. To the 
editor*of the Globe. Sir: Two articles have appear- 
ed in your paper, each from friends to the navy, on 
the subject of my return to that service, and which 
appear to have been dictated by the kindest feelings 
towards me; but as they have led some to believe 
that they were published with my consent, I now 
declare most positively that I had nothing to do 
with the articles, and was ignorant of them, until I 
saw them in print; nor had I an idea of the author 
until informed this morning, that one was the pro- 
duction of a highl esteemed friend. Of the author- 
ship of the other I am still ignorant. 


To prevent any erroneous conjectures and sur- 
mises on the subject, I now declare that I never had 
any wish to be restored to my former rank in the 
navy, and that I have invariably rejected all over- 
tures made to me with that object, and shall, it is 
most probable, for reasons well known to the go- 
vernment, which it is unnecessary to repeat, always 
reject, should they be renewed. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Davip PorTeEr. 

Georgetown, Jan. 11, 1839. 

Tue Fioripa coast. From the Globe. The 
following letters have been furnished us by the 
navy department for publication. We would re- 
mark that the schooner Wave was purchased by 
the war department, and furnished with barges, in 
order to protect the vessels in the Florida Gulf 
which might be wrecked on the reefs and shoals of 
that dangerous coast. The schooner is commanded 
by lieutenant McLaughlin, of the navy, who is 
ably seconded by the midshipmen acting under 
him. This vessel has rendered essential services; 
and it is to be regretted that the navy department 
has not at its disposition some small vessels which 
could be employed in this service: 


United States schooner Wave, 
Pensacolu, Dec. 23, 1838. 
Srr: I have the honor to enclose yon a copy of 
acting lieutenant Shubrick’s report to me of the 
Ist December. The energy and ability of those 
excellent officers, acting lieutenants Shubrick and 
C. R. Howard, is well illustrated in the valuable 
services reported. 
Respectfully, etc. I have the honor to be, 
Joun McLAvuGuHiin, lieut. commanding. 
Hon. J. R. Poinseit, 
Secretary of war, Washington cily. 


U. S. sloop Panther, 
Off Key Biscayno, 1st December, 1838. 

Srr: I have the honor to report to you, that after 
having executed your order relative to the transfer 
of stores from Indian Key, I proceeded to Key Bis- 
cayno, and made expeditions in the Boca Ratones. 
We fell in with large bodies of Indians, who came 
to the edge of the woods and built fires to entice 
uson shore. I did not attack them, their force 
being too large. On Sunday, the 24th November, 
a boat came alongside, informing me that the 
steamer Wilmington was ashore to the north of 
Cape Florida. The Panther was instantly under 
weigh, and about fifty miles above the cape, I had 
the pleasing satisfaction of rescuing the rest of her 
crew, sixteen in number. These, with two boats, 
I brought to Key Biscayno. 

In the interim I despatched acting lieut. C. R. 
Howard with the barge Shacco, in one of the sloops 
of Mr. Housman, to the wreck of a Spanish brig. 
He saved her crew, (nearly thirty slaves,) a large 
portion of the cargo, but was subsequently blown 
off, and the barge most unfortunately lost in getting 
her in. J then went up in the Panther—got a 
great deal of lead from her, and other articles that 
would have been valuable to the Indians, and burnt 
her. TheIndians were in sight in the river behind 
the hill. 

Respectfully, &c. I have the honor to be, 

E. T. Suvusprick, acting lieut. 
Lt. com’dt. John McLaughlin, U. 8. schr. Wave. 

Honors TO THE BRAVE. An elegant sword was 
presented, at Albany, on the 3ist ultimo, by gover- 
nor Marcy, to captain Daniel Turner, of the U. S. 
navy, in conformity with a resolution of the legisla- 


—— 


ture of New York to that effect. Captain Turner 
commanded the U.S. brig Caledonia, in the naval 
battle on lake Erie, fought on the 10th September, 
1813, and performed his duty on that memorable 
oceasion with distinguished valor and skill. 


TREASURY NOTES. Aggregate of treasury notes that had 

been issued ut the end of each week during the year 
1838, of the first emission and also of the second emis- 
sion, 























Date. Amount. ;; — Date, Amount. 
Issued under Issued under 
act of Octeber act of the 2l1st 
1887, to May, to 
1838, Jan’y 31$2,985.789|'1838, May 29|$ 159,249 50 
“ 3,363,395 June 4) 1,083,340 00 
* 3,909,711 “ 12)}2,614 712 00 
s 4,395,865 es 19}2,813,772 00 
Feb’ry 4,844,728 “ 964,207,641 00 
“ 5,605,786|| July 4,904,014 00 
e 5,969,302 . 10/4,974,942 00 
- 6,459,060 ” 17/4,981,791 00 
March 6,681,314 - 24/4,985,582 00 
“ 6,808,073| “ 315,085,582 00 
= 6,942,652 | August 7/5,397,135 00 
™ 7,116,638 || % 14|5,397 310 00 
April 7,467,349 . 21/5,397,310 00 
“ 7,573,430 “ 28/5,497,310 00 
s 8,586,330 Sept’r 4/5,547,310 00 
us 9,067,283, “ 13/5,583,310 00 
Ma y 9,423,959 * 18}5,605,310 00 
™ 9,693,504 | ” 25/5,609,810 00 
. a 15] 9,900,488 | October 2/5,709,810 00 
- 22) 9,996,707) 











Note. Of these and previous issues in 1837, under 
the first act of congress, all have been paid in or re- 
deemed, except about two millions. 

None were issued after the last date of October 2, 
1838, of the new issue authorized 2Ist May, 1838. 
Only about half a million have been redeemed of the 
new issue. 





Navy OF THE UniTeEpSrates. From the N. Y. 
Commercial Advertiser. 








NAME. CLass. COMMANDERS. STATION. 
Ohio, line ship |Capt. Joseph Smith |Mediterranean 
Constitution, [frigate |Capt. W C Bolton do 
Cyane, sloop Comm. J Percival do 
NorthCarolina/tine ship |\Com. H E Ballard |Pacific 
Lexington,  |sloop Capt. J H Clack do 
Falmouth, do Comm. J M’Keever| do 


Enterprize, jschooner|Lt. Wm M Giendy do 


Boxer, do Lt.WC Nicholson] do 
Independence|razee Com. J B Nicholson|Coast of Brazil 
Fairfield, sloop = |Lt. H Y Purviance do 
Dolphin, brig Lt. AS McKenzie do 
Macedonian, |frigate |Comm.not designt’d| West Indies 
Vandalia, sloop j|Comm. N P Levy do 
Boston, do |Comm. E B Babbitt do 
Natchez, do Comm. 8 Page, jr. do 
Oatatio, do Comm.W M’Kenny do 

Erie, do Comm. J Smoot do 
Levant, do Comm. H Paulding do 
Warren, do Comm notdesignt’d do 
Grampus, schooner|Lt. J S Paine do 


Columbia, frigate’ |Com. G C Read East Indies 
John Adams, jsloop = |Comm. GT Wyman do 
Vincennes, do Lt. Chas. Wilkes (Exploring ex. 
Peacock, do Lt. W L Hudson do 


Relief, storeshipiLt. A K Long do 
Porpoise, brig Lt. C Ringgold do . 
Consort, do Lt. Wm fl Gardner |Gov. packet 
Woodbury, jschooneriLt. J S Nicholas do 
Fulton, steamer |Capt.C W Skinner | Atlantic coast 
Columbus, [line ship-|Receiving ship Charlestown 
Constellation,| frigate In ordinary do 
Concord, sloop do do 
Washington, |line ship do Brooklyn, N Y 
Franklin, do do do 
*Hudson, frigate |Receiving ship do 

St. Lonis, sloop In ordinary do 


*Sea Gull, steamer |Receiving vessel Philadelphia 











Pennsy!vania,jline ship} In ordinary Gosport, Va. 
Delaware, do do do 
Potomac, frigate do do 
Brandywine, do do do 
*Guerriere, do do do 
*Java, do Receiving ship do 
Shark, schooner, Inordinary do 





* Unfit for sea service, 


- Commanders of stations. Com. Isaac Hull, Med- 
iterranean; Com. H. E. Ballard, Pacific; Com. 
John B. Nicholson, coast of Brazil: Com. A. J. 
Dallas, West Indies; Com. G. C. Read, East Indies. 


The commanécer of the exploring expedition is It- 
Charles Wilkes. 


Vessels on the stocks. 


DENOMINATION. 





WHERE BU"LDING. 
Portsmouth. N. H. 





Ship of the line + - - 
a ae 


o. 
Two ships of the line - | Charlestown. 
A pasate, Da ial ll c, 

wolrigates - . . .- Brooklyn, New York. 
Frigate - - - - - ~ | Philadelphia. : 


Ship ofthe line - - - 





Frigate - +--+... 





Gosport, Virginia. 


Tue Brirréx navy. In looking ay —_ 
late English papers, we notice that the British oe But as 
is to be increased by the addition of 10,000 sean! M nearly 

and 1,000 boys. Rendezvous for their enlistme 4 aa w 
were being opened at all the sea-port towns jn Ne B that ap 
land. This reminds us of admiral Collingwood. cover t 
request to the British admiralty, “to send me (};,) batch to 
in all the ships that come out,a number of Irish } Baccomp 
from 12 to 16 years old. One hundred that icine their 0 


the fleet twelve months since, are now gooi ton. 


men.” This plan we have urged as a means ey 

supply our navy with active and intelligent Natins WP arrival! 

seamen. [ Phila. U. §, Gaz, ‘® water. 
ot ered it! 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. U. S. flag ship Vin.) ag was SOU; 
cennes, at sea, lat. 12° 32' N. long. 239 48: w altogeth 


Pa 


























October 8, 1833. | upers 
Sir: I have the honor to advise you of ourhy,| melared i! 
ing progressed thus far on our course, the Peacg, | ™ Canada; 
Porpoise, and tenders, in company, all in go] amhave be 
health. Beircums 
We have been engaged in ascertaining the tr,| sift it to 
positions of shoals, &c. laid down on the chay| Mporary F 
within our track, the result of which will be co,'} meson to a 
municated to you on our arrival at Rio de Janej,} ™ more fu 
We communicated with the United States co) 
sul at Port Praya, St. Jago, in hopes of hearing gf | The f 


the Relief, but without success, as she had not yj} _ 
ited that port. 
Iam sir, most respectfully, your obedient | 
vant, CHARLES WILkgEs, 
Commanding exploring expeditivy, 
Honorable James K. Paulding, 
secretary of the navy. 
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SuPREME COURT OF THE UNITED Sraryh United ‘ 


Monday, Jan. 14,1839. Pursuant to law, the cour i came so 

met this day, at 12 o’clock. Present as follows: 956 tha 

The hon. Roger B. Taney, chief justice. these pa 
Joseph Story, | hatevis 
Smith Thompson, S them 
John McLean, : : 
Henry Baldwin, 





as 





; 
ed 


ie 
$5 


Associate justices, F 











































James M. Wayne, 4 aoe 
Philip P. Barbour, piss Ys 
John Catron, 7 com ct 
On motion of Mr. Grundy, A. H. Dent, esq. off to cs 
Maryland, was admitted an attorney and coun} ” witch “1 
sellor of this court. B overthre 
The chief justice announced to the bar that thy the Por 
court would to-morrow commence the call of ta snd 
docket, under the 36th rule. ie nena 
Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o’clock. Tivis Por 
ForEIGN PAUPERS. From the New York Jor pereve? 
nal of Commerce. The almshouse yesterday pr — F rmidai 
sented a scene well celculated to naxe Americal) Be 
more fully appreciate their own institutions, a _ mingtor 
feel grateful to a benign Providence for having) thence { 
cast their lot where none but the idle and viciow) @) 7 
need be paupers. .| athe rem: 
The following persons arrived here by the Bi} Wp... .4, 
tish barque Chieftain, on Monday, from Liverpo.} @p.ii i, 
and were yesterday taken in a body to the almp @oy, ong 
house, viz: .f and of ¢ 
John Sharp, 14 — old, has been two weeks B woreove 
the poor house; Thomas Reed, 31 years old, affli'y only $1 
ed with the king’s evil seven years, and has bet} Bpy tn¢ ; 
ten years in the poor house; Hugh Lacky, 23 ye") Betta 4 
old, has been five yearsin the poor house; Jip. 


Devon, 16 years old, was ten years in the pop 
house; William Mackay, 15 years old, was /0l! 
years in the poor house; James Lewis, 16 years 06F 
an idiot; Thomas Devon, 13 years old, has bet! 
nine years in the et house; Janette Reynolish 
grandmother of John Sharp, aged 58 years, We)” 
three years in the poor honse; Mary Hay, 23 ye") 
old, in the poor house one year; Catharine Steele, 4 
aged 14, was three years in the poor house. , 
The majority of them appeared in the uniform ®) 
the poor house, in which some of them had spe") 
the greatest part of their lives. The case was") 
so marked a description, that the commissiové" 
considered it their duty to inform the mayor, 
his honor immediately went to the almshouse 
examined into the matter. From the statement 
the paupers themselves, it appeared that their res) 
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dence on the other side of the Atlantic had bel aan 
for a long time in the poor house at Edinbury TE comfort 
from which they were sent to Glasgow, and 

Glasgow to Liverpool, and from Liverpool to \")@ 4.4, has 
York, and their passage paid by the overseels "F@ ¢i) the 
the poor at Edinburgh. Seven of them, as it b directio 
been shown, were boys, and out of those seve", © Petitors 


and also the little girl, were bound apprentices "89 the oo. 
man named Samuel C. Johnson, who agree’ Mean 
take them to a farm in Upper Canasa. a Portatio 
promised to provide for the other two male PAUP ne and bet 
anc the old woman. And in confirmation © <f Ceipts o 
apprenticing part of the business, each of the gists. 





boys and the girl had one part of an indente) oa 
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Our file of} | Par as one of the boys is an idiot, and another 


Seame, mm nearly blind, aud the grandmother too old to do 





















enli work, there is too much reason to suppose 
en inet | much ‘pprenticing the boys was a mere sham to 
ingwoog © cover the real inteation of abandoning the whole 
me (hin), a batch to the charity of the United States. Johnson 
F Trish hil accompanied them in the passage, and according to 
hat join their own account, they were most cruelly treated 
gooil tre in regard to their food, which was scanty and of the 
' meangy most wretched description; and that since their 
ent natiy arrival here they were given nothing but bread and 
Gaz "i water. After hearing the case, the mayor consid- 

| @ cred it his duty to send for Johnson, and the latter 

r ship Vin, was sought out and brought before him. He denied 
8' W. | @altogether that there was any design to leave these 
8, 1838 ypers a burthen on the United States, and de- 
f our hay,| melared it to be his intention to take them forward to 
> Peaco} Canada; but the wretched condition in which they 


have been found in this city, added to all the other 
circumstances of the case, determined the mayor to 
sift it to the bottom, and he therefore made a tem- 
porary provision for the paupers, and ordered Jon. 
son to attend the next day, when the case will be 
more fully examined. 





romd Cong | From the Journal of Commerce. 
. rp 5, “3% The foreign paupers. Johnson, who brought the 
Lot vis} 7 paupers here from Europe, waited yesterday upon 
dient ow: | the mayor, as did also the captain and consignees 
ixpe Hof the vessel in which they came. His honor in- 
edition 1 formed them of the penalties they had incurred by 
pedition, 9 neglecting to bond or commute these passengers, 


Hand showed that they were sent here with a view 

“to rid the poor house at Edinburgh of the expense 

Sr “Jof maintaining them by throwing them upon the 

‘ haces WUnited States. The consignees of the vessel be- 

fol court Scame so thoroughly convinced that such was the 

ows: F Fcase, that they have pledged themselves to take all 

/ these paupers back to Europe, and to pay this city 

oe expense it has been put to in relation to 
them. 













































» Justices, Fe R 
> RApPiIp TRAVELLING FROM CHARLESTON TO 
)New York... The quickest, safest and cheapest yet. 
E The rapid advance of the Wilmington railroad to | 
nt, esq. compietion has already given the Portsmouth route | 
snd cout gt? New York a stancing in public estimation, | 
which has operated to the paralysis, if not total | 
ar that the 4 overthrow of the sea lines. The connection of | 
eal of the | the Portsmouth road with that to Wilmington, N. 
= C.and thence with steamboats to Charleston, is 
7 moreover complete, and the travellers conveyed | 
} via Portsmouth to New York about half a day in) 
Tork Jon) advance of those who, diverging at the Roanoke, | 
rday pe} pursue the Petersburg route to the north, lately a 
eae. formidable rival line. Starting at the same hour | 





A merical) © 
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from Charleston, they who on leaving the Wil- 
mington road, take the road to Portsinouth, and | 
thence the bay boats to Baltimore, reach New York 
in from 31 to 36 hours from the Roanoke, whilst 
the remainder of the party from Charleston are via 
Lieerpoift Petersburg, conveyed hardly half way between 
the ali Baltimore and Philadelphia. Between the Roan- 

“@oke and Portsmouth, there is no night travelling, 
@and of course diminished danger. The expenses 
moreover by the cars and boat to Baltimore, are 
only $14 or 14 50, less by two or three dollars than 


the Brit 


» weeksill 
Hd, afflic 





ore ¢ by the other line. The prospects of the road are 
uae: Jot better than they have been from the commence- 
the poor ment. At the south termination in immediate con- 
was jot) moccton is a magnificent rail road hastening to com- 
years ol pletion. Gen. Owen having negotiated the two 
has bell gan loan, the finishing stroke will in afew days 
Reynolisf e given. Distant a few hours sail, not more than 
ears, Wa i “me at the farthest under common obstacles, from 
. 23 yeas ; va northern termination, is the end of the eastern 
ne Sick} me ore Fail road now under contract its whole length, 
“ 3 ey connecting with the Baltimore and Philadel- 
sniform P laroad. This northern connecting link will in 
had spell | ee be in full operation, and then no road 
ian wn wm merica will have more encouragement than 
nissionell | “tab to the Roanoke. A single steamboat will 
vayor, atl ae the connection between Portsmouth and Tan- 
house ant ag bay, and a flood of travel will sweep viathe 
tement ll a sty Philadelphia in nearly a day less than by 
their resi}, other route. 


As at present situated, the Portsmouth route 
excels its competitor in the requisites of speed, 
comfort and economy. Its future fortunes are 
among the most enviable in the country. The 
ide has set in its favor and it will g° sweeping on 
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“as it bap rs the whole travel of the south will pour in this 
seen, a ‘rection. How the matter is regarded by its com- 
itices fo epic. may be gathered from the advertisement of 
agreed te e Company. 

Johnson eanwhile produce has been offered for'trans- 
e paupes te cailing into play all the motive power, 
on of the aa between it and a liberal flow of travel, the re- 
f the sik die ts of the road, have considerably exceeded its 
ndenturef) “'S2Ursements during the season, large as their 


line of boats to ply to Baltimore. Thc Wilming- 
ton company having secured the southern mail, 
will keep up a daily communication with Weldon. 
How long will our town and borough fail to im- 
rove the advantage? How long will northern cap- 
ital be withheld? A tri-weekiy train will always 
be sufficient. { Portsmouth (Va.) Times.] 





Ratt ROAD switcH. Mr. John C. Past,a young 
man of Morrisville, Bucks county, has invented a 
mode of changing the switch on the “turn out” of 
a rail road, by which all accidents may be avoiced. 
The management is left entirely with the engineer 
on the engine, and not with a person stationed at 
the lever, by which the switch is moved. So that 
if the rail road is in order, the engineer may di- 
rect the train of cars either way at full speed, with. 
out the least danger of accident. A small wheel 
disposable at the pleasure of the engineer, touches 
a bar before the switch is reached, and immediately 
the track is opened to the direction desired. 

Mr. Past may be consulted in Morrisville, where 
we understand, he will as soon as the weather ad- 


mits, lay down one of his self-acting switches. 
| [U. S. Gazelle. 





Texas. Houston, December 29. Congress was 
still in session at Houston. A bill to establish a 
college with the public domain, excited consi- 
derable discussion in the house. In the senate, 
Mr. Wilson, from Harrisburg, was expelled on the 
26th, for the use of profane language in his place, 
and resisting the officers of the chamber. Prepara- 
tions are still making for the effectual protection of 
the frontier, though the Indian difficulties appear to 
have subsided, — | 

The murderer Cook, from Mississippi, bas bven 
apprehended in Galveston, and is now confined at 
that place. 





THe WESLEYAN CENTENARY. On the 7th of 
November, a meeting of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Se ae aud laymen was held at Manchester, 

ngland, and was continued (or three days, for the 
purpose of devising a plan for celebrating the cen- 
tenary of Methodisin, the present year. 

Atthis meeting there were present seven ex-presi- | 
dents of the conference, viz: the rev. Richard Reese, 
J. Entwistle, Geo. Morley,Geo. Marsden, Dr. Bunt- 
ing, J. Taylor and E. Grindrod, and about two hun- 
dred and fifty other ministers and gentlemen con- 
nected with societies in London, Manchester, Sal- 
ford, Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, Bristol, Shef- 
field, Newcastle, Hull, York, Dublin, &c. 

The suin of forty-five thousand pounds was sub- 
scribed—about two hundred thousand dollars. Other 
meetings are to be held in different parts of Great 








Britain, and the total amount will probably reach 

£80,000. At the meeting many resolutions were | 
adopted, and many good speeches were made, both | 
by the clergy and laity. The centenary is to be| 
celebrated by solemn public services in all ‘‘the| 
chapels, both at home and abroad.” It was resol- 

ved, “that the money collected as a ‘thank offering,’ | 
be appropriated to the erection and preparation of | 
suitable premises for the accomodation of students 

of the Wesleyan theological institution, and for 
commodious buildings in London for the use of the 

Wesleyan missionary society.” Itis expected that 
a larger sum will be raised than will be required for 
the purposes above named, and in that case the re- 
sidue will be appropriated to the purchase of a mis- 
sion ship for forwarding missionaries, stores,&c. from 
New South Wales and Van Dieman’s Land to the 
mission stations in New Zealand, the Friendly is- 
lands, Fegee islands, and other Polynesian groups. 
The subscriptions are made payable in three annual 
instalments. The time fixed for the celebration in 

Liverpool is some day during the session of the next 
conference, which will be holden in that city, when 
some five hundred clergymen will be present, and 

in all other places where there is a Wesleyan society, 
the day fixed is Friday, the 25th of October. We 

have before us all the proceedings of this great 
meeting at Manchester. The speeches were full 

of interest, particularly those of Doctor Bunting 
and Thomas Farmer. The latter concluded a long 





speech with the following interesting sentence:— 
“[ approve of the whole appropriation clause. I 
should not like to fix the ininimum of the amount 
to be raised at less than £60,000. I think we may 
realise £100,000, and before I sit down, permit 
me, Mr. Chairman, to put down my name for one 
thousand pSunds.” Mr. Adam Bealey followed, 
and after a spirited address, remarked that as the 
representative of his mother, he begged also to sub- 
scribe one thousand pounds. R. Chappell, esq. 
followed with thelikesum. Mr. James Hargreaves, 
of Leeds, put. down one thousand pounds. The 
next speaker was Thomas Sands, esq., formerly of 








; Mnoant was. All this road now wants is a daily 


this city. After this gentleman had concluded 2 


very animated speech, approving the proceedings of 
the meeting, the following colloquy took place be- 
tween him and Dr. Bunting: 

“Dr. Bunting. What do you give?” 

“Mr. Sands, What youplease.” (Hear, hear.) 

“Dr. Bunting. That answer places me ina ra- 
ther difficult situation. Shall I say £1,0002” 

“Mr. Sands. If you please.” (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Sands afterwards increased it to one thousand 
guineas. 

The Methodist Episcopal church in the United 
States intend to celebrate the centenary in a simi- 
lar manner with their brethren in the old country. 
They do not expect to raise quite so large a sum, 
yet the church fondly hopes to raise a sufficient 


sum, to build a mission house in this city. 
[NV. ¥. Com. Adv. 

Marcu or stEAM. As the year 1838 will most 
assuredly form a remarkable epoch in the history of 
steam navigation, it may not be thought uninter- 
esting to trace the advance it has made since the 
year 1814, when one steamboat of sixty-nine tons 
burthen, floated in solitude on the British waters. 

The following authentic account of the number 
and tonnage of steam vessels belonging to the Bri- 
tish empire (including the plantations,) from 1814 
to 1836 inclusive, has been politely supplied to us 
by the honorable secretary of the Liverpool Statis- 
tical suciety. 


Year Vessels. Tonn. Year Vessels. Tonn. 
1814 2 416 1826 248 28,958 
1815 10 1,633 1827 275 32,490 
1816 15 2,612 1828 293 32,038 
1817 19 3,950 1829 3804 32,283 
1818 27 6,441 1830 815 33,444 
1819 32 6,657 1831 347 37,445 
1820 43 7,243 1832 380 41,666 
1821 63 10,534 1833 415 45,017 
1822 96 13,125 1834 462 50,736 
1823 lll 14,153 1835 538 60,520 
1824 126 15,739 1836 600 67,969 
1825 168 20,287 





THEINSCRIPTIONS OF DIGHTON Rock have been 
to the multitude a matter of great curiosity, and to 
antiquarians a ‘stumbling block,” for centuries. 


| Some have supposed that they were the work of the 


Red men, while others are of opinion that we are in- 


'debted tothe Northmen for these enigmatical hiero- 


glyphics. The society of antiquarians at Copen- 
hagen, who have for a few years past been busily 
engaged in collecting and deciphering musty Ice- 
landic manuscripts, have, it is well known, publish- 
ed an elaborate work, containing many of these 
ancient records, which leave but little doubt that 
the new world was discovered by the hardy naviga- 
tors of the frozen north as early as the eleventh cen- 
tury; that colonies were established by them in 
what are now the states of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, if not other parts of the continent, and that 
Christian missionaries from that country proclaimed 
the gospel to these colonies. But to return to the 
rock. ‘The antiquarians of Copenhagen have made 
up their minds that the inscriptions upon it were 
carved by the Northmen; but governor Everett has 
satisfied his own mind that this is notthe case. In 
his lecture at the Warren street chapel, on Tuesday 
evening, he stated that Mr. Catlin, in answer toa 
question from him (governor Everett) whether he 
had ever seen such inscriptions in the Indian coun- 
try, said that he had seen hundreds of them on white 
quartz rock, and that if he had copied all of them 
they would have filled a volume of more thana 
thousand pages. He had seen a high wall of this 
beautiful rock, of some miles in length, completely 
covered with inscriptions of precisely the same 
character as those on the Dighton rock. 
[ Boston Transcript. 

BENEFIT OF LIFE INSURANCE. A merchant of 
this city, says the Baltimore American, who died 
a few days ago, effected an insurance on his life in 
March last, at the agency inthis city, of the New 
York Life Insurance and Trust Company, for the 
sum of $5000, for which he paid the annual pre- 
miuin of one hundred dollars. He also took out a 
policy with the Baltimore Life Insurance Compa- 
ny for the same amount. He paid to each office 
the additional premium of fifty dollars for the privi- 
lege of making a voyage to Asia and back. He 
returned to this city in October, and died of typhus 
fever. By this timely act of prudence, involving 
an expense of only three hundred dollars, his fami- 
ly will, before the expiration of this week, be put 
in possession of ten thousand dollars. 

The Lexington (Ky.) Intelligencer complains of 
the high prices of sugar, coffee and other articles, 
the value of which has been increased 100 to 200 
per cent. in consequence of their extreme scarcity. 
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MisceLianrous ITEMS. The legislature of Mis- 
souri has extended the gaming laws of that state, to 
include betting on elections, 


Lost manuscripts of Napoleon discovered. It is 
said that a large mass of letters and other decuments, 
the productions of Napoleon when between the ages 
of lo and 21, have been recently discovered at Ajac- 
cio, Corsica, containing much curious matter, and 
now preparing for publication. Napoleon’s ‘history 
of the revolutions in Corsica,” alluded to by Lucien 
in his memoirs, are supposed to constitute part of 
the collection. These manuscripts were thought to 
be consumed when madame Bonapaite’s house 
was burnt down by the troops of Paoli. 


Iilinois improvements. The Sangamon (Iil.) Jour- 
nal of the 15th ult. says: ‘* We learn by a letier fiom 
Vandalia that the Cairo company have eflected a 
loan of $500,000 in England on lots in Cairo, (a 
projected town at the mouth of the Obio,) and that 
they are about to establish a bank at said town, un- 
der a charter granted by the territorial government 
for a bank at Kaskaskia.” 


Popular poison, When pure ardent spirits are ta- 
ken into the stomach, they cause irritation, which is 
evinced by waimth and pain experienced in that or- 
gan; and next, inflammation of the delicate coats of 
this part, and sometimes of gangrene. They act in 
the same manner as poison. Besides the local inju- 
ry they produce, they act on the nerves of the stum- 
ach which run to the brain, and if taken in large 
quantities, cause insensibility, stupor, irregular ccn- 
Vulsive action, difficult breathing, profound sleep, 
and often sudden death, The habitual use of ardent 
spirits causes a slow inflamination of the stomach 
and liver, which proceeds steadily, but is often un- 
discovered till too late for relief. 

[London Medical and Surgical Journal. 


A pounce. As one of the Centreville packets re- 
turned from Balti:nore on Sunday evening last, she 
overhauled a Philadelphia oyster boat aground, 
somewhere in Chester river. Uniuackily for the 
ovster boat the Centreville packet had two minions 
of the law on board, in the shape of a magistrate and 


a constable, (two very dangerous persons when ma- | 


rauders are about.) ‘he magistrate issued his writ 
forthwith, and the constable with his posse took the 
oyster boat into possession, She had about 600 
bushels oi fine oysters on board. She will be sold at 
the wharf of Ceutreville in a few days. 
[ Centreville paper. 

The desideratum atiained. The furnace of Messrs, 
Bauchman, Guiteau & Co., Mauch Chunk, Pa. is 
now in full blast, making iron from the ore, with 
anthracite coal alone for fuel. 


Valuable product. The Natchitoches Herald says 


that there are at present in the Red river district of 


Louisiana, a full half million of dollars worth of cot- 
ton, whic) is ready to be sent to market on the first 
rise of the waters. 


Valuable business stand. The valuable business 
stand and lot of ground, no. 127 Market street, be- 
tween 3d and 4th street, 20 feet front by 132 feet in 
depth, subject to a ground rent of 60 pounds, was 
sold on the 3d inst. by Mr. Wolbert, tor $38,700, 
eqnal with the ground rent to $41,366 66. 

[ Philadelphia paper. 


THE FRENCH BLOCKADE OF MEXICO. 

The new rule of blockade announced some short 
time since, by the commander of the French squad- 
ron blockading the Mexican coast,—that vessels of 
any nation found approaching that coast would be 
liable to capture, without having been first ordered 
off, and their papers endorsed,—has, as might have 
been expected, met with decided opposition on the 
part of mercantile men in Great Britain. At the 
time of the promulgation of the rule, we took oc- 
casion to express our opinion of ifs gross injustice 
towards the commerce of neutral nations, and it 
will be seen that the same view of the case is ta- 
ken by some ofthe highly respectable commercial 
bodies in the united kingdom, whose interests have 
drawn their attention directly to the subject, and 
who have presented the following address to the 
British secretary of state for foreign affairs. We 
copy it from the New York Courier, and concur in 
the opinion expressed by the editor of that journal, 
tuat the position assumed in regard to the unwar- 
rantable character of the French blockade, is un- 
answerable: [ Balt. American. 


London, Oct. 31, 1838. 

My torp: The deputation from London, Liver- 
pool, Manchester, Glasgow and Belfast, who bad 
yesterday the honor of a conference with your 
lordship on the enbject of the French blockade of 
Mexico, are desirous to take the liberty of drawing 
your lords.ip’s attention specifically to two points 
copnected with the question. 
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The first relates toa question of the law of na- terday, on the general question of the Continuance © 
tions: The ports of Mexico are now under block- | of this blockade, alter a distinct offer on the partor Ma xem 
ade, and notice has been given by the French go- | Mexico of mediation by the British Sovernment, Be chan: 
vernment to all states trading with Mexico that| We earnestly hope that the exertions which her ba robe 
they are so. All states are of necessity bound to | majesty’s governinent has made, and is makinoe to a pe 
observe this blockade so long as it is an eflective | bring it to an amicable issue between the twopo. that 
one. But the French blockading squadron has|vernments may be successful. The Interests jn, | eg 
thought fit to give notice, not only that it will cap- | volved are most grave and extensive. The SeVerity q Cc. 
ture all vessels attempting to break the blockade, | of the proceedings of the French government can. aad 
but that it will consider all vessels proceeding to- | not be justified by any precedent of modern tim,, M 
wards the Mexican ports as intending a breach of | or by any rational view of the legitimate Protection the t. 
the blockade, and will deal with them accordingly. | of its own interests. The disregard which the 
We submit to your lordship that the French | French government shews therein of the reasona. Iu 
blockading squadron has no right to take this | ble convenience of Great Britain, is a subject or | MM a cas 
ground. We huinbly contend that British ships | painful contemplation to British subjects, Who ne. | a Mary 
have aright to proceed to the coast of Mexico, to| ver complain when unavoidable interruptions con, | @ ple it 
see whether the blockade remains in force, and| upon their commercial pursuits; but who do feel coun 
whether it be an effective blockade. If they find | greatly aggrieved by seeing themselves suddey) Pea 
the blockade still existing, they of course make no | cut off froin all intercourse with a state with whi | 
attempt to enter. But according to the doctrine | they have such extensive relations under such ¢j,, | @ Willi 
maintained by the French blockading squadron, no | cumstances as- those of the French blockades of b Ba 
ship has aright under any circumstances to com- | Mexico and Buenos Ayres. ® befor 
mence her voyage with a view to entering a Mexi- We have the honor to be, roy lord, ® judge 
can port. The blockade itself is avowed by the Your most faithful servants, Th 
French government to be but a temporary measure| (Signed) J. D. POWLES, ® paid 
to press forward the settlement of certain disputes R. COLESWORTH, @ porta 
between the two countries. These disputes may — MARSHALL, ® conte 
be brought to a termination at any moment. Is it ELLWOOD, ® prog 
reasonable, we would submit, to contend that For Mexican association of London, | @ instr 
British merchants must wait until they receive ac- WILLIAM WATSON, 1st 
tual advice of the cessation of the blockade before J. CAMPBELL, tion a 
‘they can despatch a vessel to Mexico, whereby _W. H. TAYLEUR, threa 
a vast loss of time must ensue, and by consequence, For Mexican association of Liverpool, of the 
a great and needless extension of the injury al- STANLEY BLACK, wool 
ready sustained by British commerce? E. LANGWARTHY, artich 
If it should be contended that the point we urge Chamber of commerce, Manchester, patios 
might lead to violation of the blockade, we beg JNO. CURELL, It is 
respectfully to reply, that if the blockade be an ef- FENTON, swith ¢ 
fective one, this cannot happen. And if it be not Chamber of commerce, Belfus, J @duty ¢ 
‘an effective blockade, we have a right to enter. DAVID FERGUSON, Btest ag 
But according to the doctrine contended for by the WILLIAM GRAHAM, Acided 
French squadron, the mere notification of a block- ROB. HENDERSON, i Sv 
ade would be quite sufficient to put an end to all in- McDOUGALL, Fnanut 
'tercourse, however imperfectly in fact the block- Chamber of commerce, Glasgow, JF @ponen 
ade itself might be sustained. 3 Bother 
| The point in question has however been solemnly LAW CASES. _ =F @eomp: 
| argued in the English courts, and it has there been| THE PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLIES. From the | cond § 
decided that a vessel is justified in proceeding to- | Philadelphia United States Gazette. hi 
wards a blockaded port for the purpose of seeing | The commonwealth of Penn’a. @oontre 
'whether the blockade continued or not, and that| ex relationis of the hon. Jamcs| In the supreme | @@gury t 
such a proceeding is no violation of the law of na- Todd and others, { Court of Penn's, | Mwith « 
‘tions. Lord chief justice Tindal has declared that vs. Eastern dist. quo, | “wool 
such an act “is no ground for condemnation by the| The Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green | Warranto, | 7 ser 
law of nations, unless there was an intention to _ _ and others. a | cart 
'violate the blockade.” (See Dalgleish vs. Hodg-| This is the suit in which the rights of the tw | 7 pear * 
ison, Moore & Payne’s reports, fo. 427, vol. 5.) | general assemblies of the presbyterian church are it | rer 
| And that learned judge declares himself to be sns- | volved, and which was not allowed any preference | — eS . 
‘tained in this decision by the authority of the | at the last nist prius. F - eg 
court of king’s bench, and by that of lord Stowell| On the 27th December, 1888, Josiah Randall for | — ‘ eo 
in the admiralty court. the relators, in pursuance of notice given by hin | A e 
Under these circumstances, we humbly submit to | to the opposite party, asked of the court to give} © a | 
your lordship, the expediency of an immediate un- | the above case a preference, by placing it at eh ie 
‘derstanding being had with the French govern- | head of the list. Mr. Randall stated that this case} @ spat 
ment on this point, so that the recognized princi-| involved more property, and had enlisted more} ~ te 
_ples of international law applicable to this case feeling among a great number of people, than pro: § 7 
may be brought into action by the French block- | bably any suit that had ever been litigated—tha sey 
ading squadron, and all unfriendly collision on that | aged witnesses were compelled to come from the ye 
account be avoided. And we hope, that consider- | most distant parts of the United States, and the hitfe 
ing the interests at stake we shall not be asking too | he would submit to the court, whether in this er = re 
much, in respectfully begging to be informed at the | ereise of their sound judgment, a special day should 4 Th 
earliest practicable moment of the view, which | not be assigned for the trial of this case. | Brici- 
_her majesty’s government may think it right to Mr. R. named the earliest day, the first day of tle : ae 
take of this question. What we desire to know is | nist prius, vi2: the third Monday in February next. p fe | 
| whether British ships on the coast of Mexico who Chief justice Gibson inquired whether there wa F - 
may proceed thither for the purpose of seeing | any objection to the proposition. Wii 
whether or not the blockade continues to exist, Mr. F. W. Hubbell, on the behalf of the defend: a 
will be protected. ants, stated that be was instructed by them to Joi St, 
Several vessels are now detained, waiting to have | in this request, that as counsel in other cases, he @.. 
this point cleared up, which as your lordship will would prefer a special Gay being assigned for a r a , 
therefore see is pressing and urgent. trial of the case, so as not to interfere with of ri The 
The other point on which we desire to trouble | cases; that he had proposed to the opposite parly tie: 
your lords lip is as to the admission of quicksilver | to join in an application to the legislature to fx? |] Sais 





into Mexico. The French government has refused | day. 


, sation agpe th 
to perinit the British packets to continue to carry | Mr. Randall stated he preferred an >, sage 3 vw 
this article into the Mexican ports, on the ground | to the court to any other mode, because they cout © rom t 


of its being an article of merchandise. This inter- | appoint a day to suit their own convenience. 















dict operates with most pressing severity on the| Chief justice Gibson said, let'the day mentioned : fe 
British mining interests in Mexico. Without | by the counsel for the relators be assigned {or tui8 Bane 
nicksilver it is useless to work the mines. There | case. note + 
ae no less than seven large British mining estab- | On Saturday, the 29th ult., Mr. Hubbell stated | eee 
| lishments in Mexico, involving the employmert of | that he wished the first day of the second wer Mb ledce 
several millions sterling of British capital. Would | viz: the first Monday in March next substitutes “ coon 
it seem unreasonable to your lordship to ask of the | the day ordered by the court; there were seve 


In th 
ion o 
A pure! 
RS agai 


French government at once the specific conces- | reasons for this change; ataong others, the pare 
sion of this point, namely, the permission to send ants could not have the assistance of Mr. sa 
quicksilver, as before, by the British packets? | Sergeant, now in congress, unless the day 
Seeing the manner in which the existing interdict | altered. t h 

& rs 5 a / . . if e 
presses upon the interests of an innocent and friend- | Messrs. Randell and Meredith said they ar si ontl 
ly power. ‘oppose the change; they only desired a fair an 





We forbear at the present moment to advert to partial trial, and hoped every facility “oer — ath 
what we took leave to urge on your lordship yes-}dered to the opposite party. If the day be aa 
ayme 
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itimese : changed, they wished it understood that if the case FREE BANKING LAW IN GEORGIA. ; The trensactions between the treasury and the 
hich hep ia should occupy more than the two weeks that would Che leading provisions of the free banking jaw | United States Bank of Pennsylvania, which seem 
aking to | then remain of the time assigned for the nisi prius,| passed at the recent session of the legislature, are} to be the general object of these inquiries, have 
{Wo go. HN that the case would not be adjourned, but would | thus condensed in the Charleston Courier: been as follows: Bale 
rests in. | pe continued till it was finished. Bye “A circuiating medium, in the similitude of], 1st. he sale to that institution of the stock held 
Severity | C. justice Gibson. You shall have this indul-/ bang notes, in blank, to be provided by the eomp- by the government in the Bank of the United States 
lent can. ence, and the first Monday in March is assigned— | troller general, and two commissioners, (to be |! pursuance of a law passed for that Purpose; an 
rn times, so Monday, the 4th day of March next, is fixed for| elected at each session of the legislature,) to be | account of which has been long since laid before 
rotection the trial of this case. countersigned, numbered, and registered by such | COPSTESS. eine 
‘Dich the hg : ; person or persons as the comptrolier and commis- | 24. The receipt of payment from the United 
reasona. | ImporTANT DECISION. The following report of | sioners shall appoint. This circulating medium to States Bank of Pennsylvania for two of its bonds 
Ubject of | Wa case revently tried in the circuit court for the | be delivered to any person or association of per- | about the time they became due, and which where 
Who ne. Maryland district, settles a principle of considera- | sons for the purpose of banking, to an equal amount | 3!Ven for that steck. as 
ONS Come ble importance to the importing merchants of the | with the value of stock or bonds transferred on the} _ 34. Collections made by that bank for the United 
> do fee} country. an€ | legai transfer to the comptroller and commissioners, | States, in part payment for their demands against 
suddenly Peabody, Riggs, & Co., } Inthe circuit court of/ 1. Of stocks of the United States, the state of| the old Bank of Columbia, from which the Bank of 
th which vs. United States for the Georgia, and such other states of the United States | the United States had taken security for itself and 
such cir. William Frick, collector of ( Maryland district, No- | as shall be approved by those officers, to be or to| for the United States many years ago, and to the 
tKades of Baltimore. vember term, 1838,| be made to be equal to state stock, producing five _ performance of which trust the United Slates Bank 
before chief justice Taney and judge Heath, district per cent. per annum, and not to be taken at a rate | of Pennsyivania had succeeded. 
judge. | above or below par—the bills or notes thus secured | 4th. The payment by the latter bank to the Uni- 
; This suit was brought to recover back the duties | to be stamped on their faces, ‘secured by the | ted States of the sum gf $300,000 in money and 
aid by the plaintifls to the defendant upon an im-| pledge of public stocks.” 2. Of bonds and mort- | 799,000 in treasury notes, in behalf of and at the 
H, ortation of worsted hearth rugs. The plaintifis gages, on unincumbered lands within the state, Instance of the Bank of Keitucky, in discharge for 
, contended that the goods were duty free. In the} worth, independently of the buildings thereon, at) 5° much of its indebtedness to the United States. 
rogress of the cause, the court gave the following | least double the amount for which they are mort- | 5th. The sale to the United States Bank of Penn- : 
London, instructions: gaged, bearing at least six per cen:. interest, annu- | sylvania of the third bond due from it to the United 4 
SON, Ist. It is admitted that the hearth rugs in ques- ally, or semi-annually—bills or notes thus secured | States in execution of the act of the last session au- ; 
tion are made entirely of worsted, except that linen | to be stamped “secured by pledge of real estate.” thorizing it. e 
t, threals are used to sew together certain portions! 3, Of bonds and mortgages for lands, or town pro- | With these exceptions, there have not been deal- } 
verpool, of them—and also that worsted is made out of| perty, or negroes, of four fold the value of the bills | 19gs of any description between this department and : 
‘K, wool by combing, aud thereby becomes a distinct} or notes received, provided such property be in- | the United States Bank of Pennsylvania from its % 
1Y, article well known in commerce under the denomi- | sured, if liable to injury or destruction from fire, | establishment to the present day. No collecting or [ 
chester, nation of worsted. and provided that the si A property offered do not disbursing officer has ever been directed by this de- i 
It is also admitted that the rugs were charged | exceed one-half of the whole amount of such bills partment to make any deposite whatever in said ' 
with duty asa manufacture of wool, and that the or notes—which, when thus secured, are to be} bank, nor has any money been placed by the said § 
Belfast. duty charged was paid by the plaintills, with a pro- | stamped, ‘secured by pledge of real and personal | bank to the credit of the treasurer of the Uniied i 
ON, test against the legality of the charge. It wasde-/| property.”? The bills or notes thus delivered to, States or of this department, or, to my knowledge, 
LAM, “Scided by the supreme court, in the case of Elliott | persons or associations, to be executed and signed | of any uf its oificers, except the avails of the trans- ‘ 
ON, “}vs. Swartwout, that goods made of worsted are not! by them, and made obligatory promissory notes, actions specifically referred to above; and, on the : 
“#manufactures of wool, or of which wool is the com- payable on demand, at their respective places of details of which, su far as they relate to the present 4 
slasgow, Pponent part within the meaning of the words, ‘‘all) business within the state, and to be loaned and S¥bject, full information is given in the correspon- j 
Bother manufactures of woois of which wool is a circulated by thein as money, according to the dence and tabular statements annexed, of 
Bcomponent part,” in the second clause of the se-| usages of banking. On failure to redeem such, _. Phe sale of the third bond of the United States } 
From the cond section of the act of congress of July 14, 1532. bills or notes, on demand, at the places of business Bank of Pennsylvania to that institution, concern- i 
This decision is conclasive upon this part of the | during the usual hours of business, in gold or silver 19S which a more special inqniry is made in the re- A 
Bconutroversy, and the court therefore instract the coin, of the standard valne of the United States, So'ution, was efiected under the following circum- i 
e supreme} jury that the rugs in question were not chargeable | the holder is authorized to have the same protested; Stances. Before the passage of the law authorizing t 
f Penna, ith duty as a mannulacture of wool, or of which and the comptroller and commissioners, on receiy-| if, an application was made to the departinent by . 
) dist. quo, ool is a component part. ing and filing the protest, to give notice in writing the bank to anticipate the payment of a portion of 
rranto. | 2d. {f the jury find from the evidence that the | to the maker or makers to aadlepah tha saine, and if| the debt due irom it to the United States upon cer- 3 
- @hearth rugs in question were at the time of the pas- | he or they omit to do so for sixty days alter such tain terms proposed by its agent. ‘This application é 
of the tw | @sage of the act of congress of March 2d, 1833, ch. notice, the comptroller and commissioners (unless failed of effect, because the bank was dissatisfied 
rch are i-| $9994, well known in commerce by the denomination | satisfied of a legal defence to such notes) to give with the conditions as to the kind of currency to be 
preference | of *‘ worsted stuff goods,” then they were entitled potice immediately in the Milledgeville papers, Paid, which were prescribed by the department. 
o be adinitted to entry-free from duty, and the plain-/ that all the circulating notes issued by such per- |The correspondence upon that subject is consider- 
Randall for iffs are in that case entitled to recover back from) sons or associations will be redeemed out of the | ed to be embraced within the call of the senate, 
en by him he defendant the whole amount of the duty they trust funds in their hands, and to apply the same and is hereunto annexed. Apprehending that the 
irt to give lave paid. — : : ‘in payment of the protested notes, with costs of | resources of the treasury would not in the then de- 
g it at the 3d. But if the jury find that the rugs, at the protest, and to adopt such measures for the payment ranged state of the business and currency of the 
t this cae} @time above mentioned, were not generally known! of all cirenilating notes of such defaulters a3 will, | Country, wilh certain imperfections that existed in 
sted mor > 922 commerce as * worsted stuff goods,” then they jn their opinion, prevent loss to the holders. The, the laws as to treasury notes, be sufficient to satisfy 
than pro F gpvere liable to the duty of fifteen per cent. ad valo-| dividends on stock and interest on bonds to be re-| the appropriations made by congress, the president, 
‘ated—that em, iinposed by the 25th clause of the second sec- ceived by those pledging them, unless default be Some months before the adjournment of the last ses- 
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ion of the act of 1832, as a non-enumerated article, 
and the plaintitis are entitled to recover back the 
lilference between that amount of duty and the 
um paid to the defendant. 


The jury found a verdict for the plaintiffs for the 


whole amount claimed by them. A motion fora 
ew trial was made by the district attorney, and, 
{ter argument, was overruled. 

John Glenn, esq., for the plaintiffs, Nathaniel 
Villiams, esq., district attorney, for the defendant. 


made in redemption of their notes as aforesaid, or, sion, specially invited the attention of both houses 
the comptroller and commissioners deem the secu- | £0 the necessity of further provision for the exigen- 
rity insufficient. Noshareholder in any such asso- | cies of the public service. id 
ciation to be liable in his individual capacity for |. An act was afterwards passed, authorizing an 
the engagements of the association, unless so spe- | SSU°_ of new treasury notes instead of the old ones 
cified in the articles of association. No such} paid in during the year. It becoming obvious, that 
association to be organized for a longer term than | this measure would not of itself be sufficient under 
‘twenty years, but each to have the right to re- the large appropriation contemplated, a bill was also 
organize at the expiration of its term, under any reported, allowing the sale of the 3d and 4th bonds 
law then of force on the subject. Various pro- | held by the government against the bank. The 
| visions, some of them highly penal, are contained | bill, as reported and finally passed, contained a re- 
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_The following principles, deduced from the trial | j) the act, for the examination of the affairs of | Striction limiling the sale to ‘the par value of the 
@. *case before the supreme court at its last ses-| these banking persons and associations, and for the | bond sold at the time of sale, calculated according 
ion in Worcester, Mass., are worthy of note: | security of the stock, bonds, and property pledged | to the rules for estimating the par value of securities 


r cases, he | 
yed for the 
with other 


osite parly 


‘he payment of a negotiable note before it is 


by them, and the faithful application of the same , UPON which interest has run for a time, but which 





re to fixa Hue, will not discharge any such note unless the | t¢ secure the circulating medium created by the | securities have not reached maturity,” and it con- 
a °SSession of it accompanies the payment. And| act,” * ferred on the depar{ment no authority to enter into 
application f the holder after receiving such payment transfer pA any guarantee by the United States of the ultimate 


they could 
nce. 
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{toa third person, he may recover the amount 
ron the maker. 

So if the holder of a note endorse it in blank to 
third person in pledge, and after redeeming the 


eine, the pledgee not having delivered back the 
bell stated 
nd period, ; 
stituted for § 


hole, were to receive payment of the maker, but 
hould not deliver the note to the maker, the 
edger, as the bona fide holder of the note, might 
cover the same of the maker when due. 
_In the currency of bills of exchange, the posses- 
ton Of the paper carries a credit with itso that 
‘purchaser without possession cannot recover it 
“Ss against a bona fide holder. 
the principles of law securing the currency of bills 
ot exchange are designed to protect the holder of such 
yaper only when taken in the course of business. 
If the maker of a note pay it before it falls due, 
"€ must see to it, that the person to whom he makes 


#*yment is entitled to receive the money. 


DEPOSITES IN THE U. S. BANK OF PENN. | Paymentof the bonds. Apprehensive that it would 
i i SYLVANIA. _ ~ | be difficult, if not impossible, to effect a sale of the 


! } bonds or of either of them upon these terms, the 
7; In bepes-atn rpragent a7; 1838. he | department, whilst the bill was pending, opened a 
The Chair presented the following report from the | correspondence to ascertain whether the same could 


secretary of the treasury in compliance with a re- | probably be accomplished, if the bill became a Jaw. 


soluticn of the senate, in relation to deposites in the | -ppig correspondence is annexed. The replies 
United States bank of Pennsylvania; and the sale | Tr aithaned the apprehension before culartataed 
and payment of its deposites. | by the department, and’ result was communica- 
Treasury department, ted tothe chairmanofth. .aneial committees of the 
December 24, 1838. | two bouses before the f ul action of congress upon 

Str: I have the honor to submit this report in | the bill. 
compliance with a resolution of the senate on the} But the bill afterwe ds became a law without any 
19th instant, a copy of which is annexed. | alteration in the terms or any guarantee to be given, 
The resolution calls for information concerning | on the part of the United States. The appropria- 
deposites in the United States Bank of Pennsylva- | tions actually made, having proved to be unnsually 
nia; the sale of its third bond; the payment of its great, and the expenditures anticipated during the 
second one; and various oifher matters supposed to; two next ensuing months being much ~~ in 
be connected with those subjects. amount than the immediate means which the depart. 
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ment would expect to derive in money from other | the documents, stipulating among other things, for 


sources within those montha, I at-once addressed 
letters to bankers of the United States at London, 
and to our minister at Paris, requesting that mea- 
sures might be taken, without delay, to obtain offers 
for those bonds, if possible, from capitalists in Eu- 
rope. To these, answers were received in due 
season, stating that from the short time the bonds 
had to run, the absence of the guaranty of the Uni- 
ted States for their eventual payment and other 
causes, no sale could probably be effected of them 
either in London or Paris within the limits fixed by 
law. In the meantime, however, finding, that the 
demands for the public service during the month of 
June, had exceeded four and a half millions, and 
expecting as the fact turned out to be, that they 
would equal about seven millions in July and Aa- 
gust, and finding, also, that the available balance in 
the treasury, applicable to general purposes, and 
subject to draft, fell below $1,000,000, and that 
payments were making at times in new treasury 
notes, which could not be rendered at all available, 
I considered it necessary to effect a sale ot at least 
one of the bonds at an earlier day than advices 


cerning the probability of selling soon one or more 
of the bonds, and also a public advertisement was 
Rs aay inviting proposals generally for their pur- 
chase. 

The result was, that froin the abundance of state 
stocks in the market, at very rednced prices, the 
lower rate at which other securities of the bank 
were selling, and the want of a guarantee by the 
United States, the sale was found, with the excep- 
tion hereafter stated, to be wholly impracticable in 
this country, and was expected to be so abroad, 
under the conditions prescribedintheact. Indeed, 
no bids were at any time made for either of the 
bonds, in conformity to those conditions, except that 
of Charles Macalister, esq. of Philadelphia, who 
offered to purchase both of them within the terms 
of the law. In answer to some other particular in- 
quiries on this point, I would observe, that the pur- 
chase money for the bond which was sold, “was 
placed to the credit of the treasurer on the books of 
the bank,” the Ist day of August, 1838. 

“The terms on which it was negotiated” were at 
the par value of the bond at that time, computing 
it under the limitations prescribed in the act ot 
congress, and the payment was expressly stipulated 
to be made in specie or its equivalent, and placed 
to the credit of the treasurer in special deposite in 
the Bank of the United States. The department 
hoping it might be able to get through the year 
without the sale of more than one bond, provided 
the second one, due in September, was paid punctu- 
ally, and in money, rather than new treasury notes, 
not reissuable; and if disappointed in this, that it 
might soon have a better offer from abroad, conclud- 
ed the sale unconditionally of only one bond. But 
it may be proper here to notice the circumstance, 
that as no other offer has since been received in this 
country or Europe, to purchase either of the bonds 
for cash within the terms of the act, and as it will 
probably be found necessary to sell the other bond 
during the present year, embarrassment may arise 
in effecting the sale within those terms, except to 
the bank itself, unless congress authorize the guar- 
antee to be given of its eventual payment. In- 
deed, it will be perceived, from these remarks and 
the annexed correspondence, that the authority to 
make sale of the remaining bond, as limited in the 
present law, if continued without alteration, will, in 
effect, as it has done already, amount to a direction 
to sell the same when necessary, to the United 
States bank. The likelihood of offers from other 

uarters to buy it, is no greater now than hereto- 

ore. 

Enquiry is next made as to the ‘particulars of 
any understanding or agreement, that the proceeds 
of the same should be left in deposite with the said 
bank, until wanted in the ordinary disbursements of 
the government.” 

These particulars, as shown in the letters annex- 
ed, were, that the bank should, without expense or 
cost to the United States, hold this money in spe- 
cial deposite to the credit of the treasurer, till the 
same was wanted for the public service, and should 
then pay his various drafts, as presented, without 
any charges to the treasury. 

The department being deprived of its usual de- 
positories, and the sum being very large, these sti- 
pulations were readily assented to. To avoid the 
payment of the bond that was to fall due on the Ist 
of October, being made in new treasury notes, not 
reissuable, nor available in any way to discharge 
appropriations, and which event was apprehended 
by the department, the written agreement was 
made with the bank, which will be found among 





the payment of that bond on drafts to the public 
creditors, and in specie or its equivalent. This, 
though collateral to the sale of the other bonds, was 
a part of the same neyotiation. 

It was very clear at the tine, and has heengcon- 
firmed by subsequent events, that the payment by 
the bank of its bond in such treasury notes, and a 
failure to make that arrangement the only practica- 
ble one for the sale of the third bond, would render 
either a special call of congress or a suspension of 
payment of some of the demands upon the treasury 
inevitable. The department did not feel itself at 
liberty to hesitate in deciding between an exposure 
of the public service to either of those extremities, 
by insisting upon having the whole of these large 
sumns of money paid at one time, and placed else- 
where in other suitable depositories, if any could 
be found in the present imperfect state of the law, 
or a consent to leave them in the hands of the pub- 
lic debtor until they were actually wanted, and then 
to draw for them, in specie or its equivalent, when 
and where the public service required. Especially 


could the department not hesitate, when this course 
could be received, and any proceeds realized from ! was not injurious to that service, and it was unable 
Europe. Particular inquiry was, therefore, institu- lat the time to withdraw those funds, except by the 
ted in the city of New York, and clsewhere, con- 'debtor’s voluntary consent. 





With regard to the other inquiry under this head, 
as to “what understanding or arrangement, if any, 
has taken place respecting the benefit which might 
accrue to the bank in the transfer of money it would 
make to distant places on account of the govern- 
ment,”? I would remark that no such understanding 
or agreement existed on the side of this depart- 
ment, in respect to the third bond, when the sale 
was effected. 

But soon after this was done, being apprised that 
the bank entertained an impression, derived from 
some communications between it and the war de- 
partment, and perhaps from the correspondence in 
April last, before referred to, that the money would 
chiefly be required for military purposes, In sums 
of about a balfa million monthly, at certain points 
convenient to the war department, as had been sug- 
gested in communications with others, and that an 
expectation existed with the bank that the money 
would mostly be called for at those points, I entered 
into an arrangement to meet thisexpectation. Such 
a course appeared to be required by a proper re- 
gard to equitable considerations, and, while opera- 
ting, it is supposed, in some respects beneficially to 
the bank, was at the same time not prejudicial to the 
treasury; but, in connection with the arrangement 
mace as to the earlier times and convenient places of 
paying the second bond, proved highly conducive 
to promptitude and efficiency in the public service. 

nreljaiion to another inquiry concerning ‘the 
period when the sum of $1,600,000, in part pay- 
ment of the second bond of the Bank of the United 
States, was placed to the credit of the treasurer,” I 
state that $800,000 was placed to his credit on the 
15th day of August, and $800,000 more on the 15th 
September 1838. As to the “nature of the” whole 
agreement on that subject, I reply that it will be 
found in the correspondence annexed. 

The substance of it was that about one-third of 
the amount of the bond should be paid in the middle 
of August, one-third in the middle of September, 
and the othe: third in the middle of October, as 
these periods and amounts of payment were deem- 
ed likely to promote the convenience cf the trea- 
sury, if not of both parties, better than to pay the 
whole large sum of near two and a half millions at 
once at the close of the month of September. It 
was further stipulated that interest should cease on 
each of the instalments thus paid on the day they 
were placed to the credit of the treasurer, and made 
subject to his draft. As the money was wanted at 
different points to meet the public expenditures 
near them, the drafts of the treasurer on the bank, 
payable at those several points, were engaged to be 
met there with promptitude, and in specie or its 
equivalent. ; 

In answer to the inquiry as to ‘‘the aggregate 
balance standing weekly to the credit of the trea- 
surer in the bank of the United States, its branclies 
or ager:cies, whether subject to draft or not, as well 
as the weekly aggregate balance in the treasury, 


from the time the first deposite was made in the said 


| 





bank of moneys arising from the payment or sale 
of, its bonds up ta the present period,” a state- 
ment is annexed, which gives the particulars re- 
quested, 

It may be proper to add, in connection with these 
balances, that, between the suspension of specie 
payments and August, 1838, the receipts for duties, 
except after May last, at New York and east of it, 
were not in any considerable degree in money, and 
hence were not often to be drawn for or deposited 
anywhere. Besides what was in the United States 
bank and the mint, the money in the treasury from 


April to September, which was subject to dratt ang 


available for general purposes, is believed io hay 

been sometimes less than $200,000, and Seldom . 
have equalled a million. : 
Deprived as the department was of most of it 

general depositories since the spring of 1837 ind 
without any specific, well guarded system instead 
of them,-having been provided by law, the drafts of 
the treasurer, when any money was collected, as it 
has been largely since the more general resumption 
of specie payments in A :gust, were, therefore di 

rected to be drawn first on those collectors and 7. 
ceivers who had no bank of general deposite, an, 
resided near the place of disbursement, 

In this way most of the funds in the hands of 
collectors and receivers have been drawn for e;,. 
liest, or the amount in their hands kept low by ¢e. 
posites in appropriate banks, while in general, |it;|, 
has been drawn from any banks, except what wa, 
from time to time needed to supply the deficiency 

Consequently their aggregate balances hay 
changed slowly in arount. But the funds due fron, 
the United States bank, and allowed to remaip 
there till wanted, being frequently needed at points 
where the money held by the collectors and jr. 
ceivers was small, have been drawn for more rapid. 
ly than those in most other banks. Indeed, on the 
17th instant, they had been drawn for to an ainount 
equal to the whole of the third bond sold, and all of 
the second bond afterwards paid, except $1,252,317, 
leaving still subject to draft only that balance, and 
the amount of $300,000 which it assumed to pay to 
the United States for the Bank of Kentucky. 

Information is also desired in the resolution con- 
cerning ‘all the branches or agencies of the said 
bank of the United States, on which the treasury 
department has drawn drafts, the amount of public 
money directed to be placed at each, and of the 
drafts severally drawn on thei, and the rates of 
exchange between Philadelphia and each of the 
places to which sums were ordered to be trans. 
ferred.” 

All the drafts drawn on any funds in the United 
States bank have been drawn on the bank itself. 
But in cases where the disbursement was to be 
made near the points heretofore mentioned, as ar. 
ranged for partial payments, the drafts have, bya 
memorandum attached to them, been made pay- 
able at those points by the persons or local banks, 
previously designated for that purpose to the trea- 
surer by the United States bank. A schedule is an- 
nexed of the points or places of payments; the 
amount of muneys agreed to be paid at each of those 
points; the persons, agents, or banks, indicated at 
a and the amount of drafts already drawn on 
each. 

It will be seen that at several of them the whole 
sums have been drawn for, and the residue will 
probably be needed in a few weeks. 


tween Philadelphia and each of the places to which 


otherwise answered than by saying that no such 
transfers have been ordered; but the rates between 


far as they appear in the different 
specified in the resolution, and the exchange lia: 
ing varied greatly between the Ist of August ant 


sale of the bond till recently, the rates are believed 
to have been nominally high, on account of the de 
1anged condition of the currency and the continued 
suspension of specie payments by most of the banks 
in the west and southwest. 
specie or its equivalent was, at that period, quo! 


‘than the local currency; so that the difference " 
exchange between them and Philadelphia, in spe 
or its equivalent, or in treasury notes, or in United 


premium, varying from one and a half to two pe 
cent. than even bills of exchange on Philadelp! 
Thus, as an illustration, at Nashville, on the 20th 


half to nine, specie at nine to eleven, treast!) 
notes at ten, and United States bank notes at nine 
{o ten, or from one half to one and a half per cet" 
higher than exchange. So on the 12th of Septe™ 
ber, at Natchez, exchange on Philadelphia and par 
York is quoted at fifteen to sixteen premium, 4" 
United States bank notes and treasury notes a 
seventeen to eighteen, and specie at eighteen; male 
ing specie or treasury notes or United States bap 


ble than exchange on New York or Philadelphia. 





The inquiry as to “the rates of exchange be- : 
sums were ordered to be transferred,” cannot be J” 
that city and some of the places of payment agreed F 
on, and detailed in the schedule, can be given, F7 


rices current 
received at this office. No particular date being F 


the present period, I can only add, that from the F 


But, at the same tie, | 


in many of those places at a large per cent. hight | 


States bank notes, is believed rot in reality to have ' 
been large, and that all these were often at a hight! 


July, exchange on the east is quoted at eight and4F 


notes there from two to three per cent. more valua 


In conclusion, the resolution asks for *‘the anount 
so far as it can be conveniently ascertained, that “4 
been drawn from the bank of the United States, ! 
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rait and FF pranches, or agencies, or in notes of said bank, for 
to have 4 aving Indian annuities or other claims of the In- 
Idom to fo ae “n the government, or for defraying the ex- 


Fienses attending the removal of the Indians, and 










t of ite | , the nature of the arrangements, if any, 
37, he : in gene the n:ore distant public disbursements fs 
instead | the notes of the bank, together with all the corres- 
lrafts of nondence, agreements, and instructions, given or 
ed, as jt »ntered into, connected with any or all the heads of 
IMption inquiry above stated.” = 

lore, di. | Phe department generally has no means of infor- 
andre. | mation in its power as to the kind of money which 
ite, and | js actnally paid by the banks on any of the treasur- 








Wor’s drafts. But the original agreements in this case 
lands of | @having been that the payments should be specie or 
for ear. | Bits equivalent, and the public creditors and public 
v by de. | Sofficers knowing that they were entitled to these, it 
al, little : is to be presumed that they have generally, it not 

















hat was | always, been made in this manner. 
icieney, No arrangements have been formed by this de- 
'S have | "partment, nor any instructions given by it, as to any 
lue from [| “different kind of payment. All the drafts placed on 
remain | the bank have been duly honored, so far as the in- 
it points | formation of this department extends, except in 
and re. | "one case at Mobile, where the agent of the bank 
e rapid. | @did not, in the first instance, offer the kind of cur- 
» ON the ency demanded; but it was afterwards paid satis- 


factorily and without prejudice to the public service. 





ainount 

nd allof | | With regard to the call, under this head, for “all 
282,317, | | the correspondence, agreeinents, and instructions giv- 
nee, and — en or entered by the department, and connected with 


any or all the heads of inquiry above stated,”’ copies 
cy. ~ of all supposed to bear on the subject are annexed. 

ion con- The closing paragraph of this part of the resolu- 
the said — tion further requests to be informed by the secretary 
treasury of the treasury, ‘of the nature of the arrangements 
of public JF made with him by those banks, in which, according 
d of the to his report on the 3d instant, portions of the pub- 
rates of lic money have been placed to the credit of the trea- 
1 of the BF surer on special deposite; the kind of money in 
e trans. F&F which the said special deposites were made; whether 
the same were entered oi the books of the bank; 





0 pay to 










































> United F whether the identical moneys deposited have con- 
1k itself, yitinued to be held by the banks; whether the drafts 
as to be f (of the treasury department that have been drawn 
od, as ar- | son these deposites have been paid in the specific 
ive, bya} smoneys deposited, and whether the balances re- 
ade pay- | @maining are part and parcel of the very moneys 
il banks, | Zoriginally deposited.” 
the tree | % ‘The arrangements made with the banks that hold 
ule is ane | wSpecial deposites, or deposites to the special credit 
nts; the | sof the treasurer, have ys regarded as temporary 
1 of those | in their nature or character, and have in most cases 
icated at} =therefore been informal. It having been expected 
lrawn on | athat congress would, at an early day, adopt some 
‘general systein, that could be carried into practical 
re whole | geffect on the subject of keeping the public money; 
idue will | Yand comparatively few collections having been made 
except in treasury notes and treasury drafts since 
ange be f athe suspension of specie payments, till within the 
to which | ast three months, the departinent has deemed it most 
annot bef “Fespectful to congress to abstain from adopting any 
no such § uniform and permanent arrangement on the subject 
between — s0f deposites in banks, not selected under the general 
nt agreed Fy  agry act, but to use them for the present, at least, 
on 


given, 80 Fy as necessity should require. 

; current f § The deposite act of June, 1836, not having been 
ate being F grepealed, it is still the duty of the department to 
nge lav Fe place ail of the public moneys in general deposite in 
eust ani f @oanks, if suitable ones can be found, which are in a 





from the F condition to comply with the requirements of that 
believed F Bact, and are willing to take them. But as stated in 
of the de F the annual report, a sufficient number of them to 
-ontinued | @Satisfy the requirements of that branch of the pub- 
the banks | Wc service could not be found. No public moneys 
ime tiine, an by the existing laws be deposited with collec- 
d, quoted | @lors or receivers, except such as have been collected 
nt. higher y themselves. In the absence, therefore, of a suffi- 
erence in} @elent number of banks under the general deposite 
in spect} Bact, and without a provision by law for the deposite 
in Unitel] ot the public moneys elsewhere, though anxiously 
y to have} meesired by the Repariatdat, it has been obliged to 
Fa highet} employ other banks under its general powers, ex- 
two pel pagercised since 1789, when not otherwise expressly 
ladelphia. | @Provided by congress. These have been used to 
the 20th Fy *eep such moneys as accumulated in the hands of 
ght and@p ye collectors and receivers, beyond what was 
treasury Per cemed safe under their present securities and 
s at inthe labilities, and also such as were paid into the trea- 
er cet) SUry from other sources. 
Septem f cases of deposites in bank, made specially, the 
and Néw Ry Money has, in some instances, been placed in spe- 
nium, até By Fle, in boxes, fastened up, and not to be withdrawn 


notes By °y the receiver or others, without the draft of the 
sen; mak- BS Teasurer on him, payable at the bank where the 


ates bank BR) SPecie deposite was made. In other cases, it has 
pre valua- By een placed in specie, or bills of specie paying 
jelphia. JR Oanks, to the credit of the treasurer, sometimes as 
ye ainoun' 1 special deposites,” and sometimes as ‘‘in de- 
1, that basi} Posite to his special credit,” and allowing the bank 
States, if to have entire charge of i. afterwards. 








But in all these latter cases, as explained in the 
recent annual report on the finances, it is under- 
stood that the money is to be kept ready for pay- 
ment at any moment, but is not required to be set 
apart, or specially secured in a box, chest, or bay. 
It may be paid out by the officers of the bank, on 
the draft of the treasurer, without his presence or 
that of the depositor; 274 access must, of course, 
be constantly had 4¢ it by those officers. 

No other zourse of deposite of our current funds 
is practicablej~ fiscal operations, without incurring 
an expereé which the department, without express 
lezissation, did not feel warranted in incurring, for 
the temporary objects contemplated during the last 
few months. 

In answer to the further specific questions in the 
concluding clause of the resolution, it may be added 
that, in some of these cases, the kind of money de- 
posited is stated by the receiver or collector in his 
return, and in some it is reported by the banks. 
But it is always supposed to be in legal currency. 

It is presumed that, in some cases, the drafts are 
paid out of the identical money deposited, but ina 
few only that the ree money deposited is re- 
tained till then, and the balance remaining a part 
of the original deposite. 

Should congress adjourn without making any 
new provision as to the keeping of the public mo- 
ney, and should much of it accumulate at several 
points before it is disbursed, the department would 
feel bound, under its supervisory duty of seeing 
that this money be kept safely as possible, to adopt 
some uniform rule on the subject of deposites, whe- 
ther special or general, in banks not able to be se- 
lected under the act of 1836. 

It would feel obliged, also, to introduce some 
general system for its faithful custody till paid out, 
provided a sufficiency of banks, at suitable places, 
could not be obtained, in conformity to the act. 
But it would deeply regret the necessity of being 
left to the exercise of powers so wide and general— 
powers so likely to be misused, misunderstood, and 
misrepresented, and ardently hopes, as often stated 
on former occasions, to be relieved from the re- 
sponsibility, as well as necessity, of doing it, by 
some specific legislation for keeping the public mo- 
ney, which may be suited to the present condition 
of the country, be susceptible of a safe, uniform, 
and practical operation, and afford those checks 
and securities which are so essential to the preser- 
vation of public tnorality, as well as public faith. 

Respectfully, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. Richard M. Johnson, 
President of the senate. 


WISCONSIN ELECTION. 
To the house of representatives of the 
United States in congress assembled: 

The hon. James Duane Doty, recently elected a 
delegate from the territory of Wisconsin,for the term of 
two years, commencing, according to my understand- 
ing, with the first session of the 26th congress, having 
presented himself as the member entitled to the seat 
which I now occupy, as the delegate from that ter- 
ritory at the present session; and having submitted 
a statement to the house in support of his claim 
thereto; and inasmuch as I consider myself the 
rightful delegate for the entire term of the twenty- 
fifth congress; and it being a question of law and of 
practice simply, where no feeling is concerned, and 
which must be referred to a proper construction of 
the laws under which we have been respectively 
elected; I have deemed it advisable, rather than 
rely solely upon my own judgment, which I would 
at all times distrost in matters of law involving snp- 
posed difficulty, to take the advice of eminent 
counsel, whose superior learning, vocation, and op- 
portunities, as well as disinterestedness in the result 
of the matter in issue, better enable them to arrive 
at correct conclusions; and having done so, with 
the view only of seeking and obtaining justice, in 
the most unexceptionable manner that has occurred 
to me, I beg leave respectfully to submit that opin- 
ion as a correct statement of the case, and in answer 
to that of my competitor above alluded to, feeling 
confident, hin the whole subject shall have been 
fully and fairly investigated, by a committee or 
otherwise, as the house in its wisdom may deter- 
mine, that it will be found that the course I have 
pursued is both in conformity with the letter and 
spirit of the law, and the uniform practice of the 


house in such cases. 
GEO. W. JONES. 





December 10, 1838. 
OPINION, 
Under the act of February 16, 1819, (6 vol. L. 
U. S., p. 370, ch. 433,) Mr. Jones was, in October, 
1835, elected as delegate of the Michigan territory 


}according to that act, (sec.3.) He was elected 
*« for the term of two years from the date of the cer- 
tificate of his election.” The first inquiry is, when 
did his term of service commence, and when did it 
expire? 

If we look alone at this act of 1819, we should of 
course say it commenced at the date of the gover- 
nor’s certificate,* (which would be at some time 
after October 1, 1835, and before December, 1835, ) 
and ended at two years from that date; that is, at 
some time between October and December, 1837. 

The act of March 3, 1817, ch. 215, (6 vol. L. U.S., 
p. 196,) provides that in all the territories of the 
United States, then or thereafter established, which 
may then, or by subsequent acts of congress, have 


the right to send a delegate to congress, ‘such 


delegate shall be elected every second year, for the 
same term of two years for which members of the 
house of representatives of the United States are 
elected.” 

We think that the operation of this law, as to 
Michigan, is not affected by the act of 1819; that 
the words, for the term of two years, in the third sec 
tion of the act of 1819, refer to the ‘term of two 
years’’ in the act of 1817, and that the delegate from 


of representatives of the United States, for the term 
of two years or two sessions of one congress. 

It, however, appears plain to us, that looking at 
either or both of these acts, Mr. Jones‘was entitled, 
under the election of October, 1835, to sit in the 
first session of the 24th congress, which met on the 
first Monday of December, 1835, and in the second 
session of the same congress, which met on the first 
Monday of December, 1836, and terminated on the 
4th of March, 1837, on which day his service, un- 
der that election, ended. 

In October, 1836, Mr. Jones was elected, under 
the act of April 20, 1836, (L. U. 8., 1836-7, p. 31, 
sec. 14,) a delegate for the Wisconsin territory, 
(being a part of the Michigan territory constituted 
as a separate territory by that act,) and by the terms 
of that act he was “to serve for the term of two 
years.” This, we think, must be construed, in re- 
ference to the act of 1817, to mean the term of two 
years, or two sessions of the same congress, as the 
members of the house of representatives are elected 
from the states. His term of service could not com- 
mence till the expiration of the term for which he 
was elected in October, 1835; that is, as we have 
seen, till after the 4th of March, 1837, after the ex- 
piration of the two years or sessions of the 24th 
congress, which then expired, and would therefore 
begin with the first session of the 25th congress, and 
terminate with the close of the second session of 
the same congress, on the 4th of March, 1839. He 
would thus, by virtue of his two elections, serve 
as congress meant every territorial delegate should 
serve, two sessions of one congress, namely, the 
24th, under the first election, and two sessions of 
another congress, namely, the 25th, under the last 
election. Nor would the circumstance of the se- 
cond election being held during the time of his ser- 
vice under the first, be either irregular or unusual, 
or on any account illegal. 

We have fixed 4th March, 1837, as the termina- 
tion of Mr. Jones’s first period of service under the 
election of October, 1835. 

Now before that day. and before the commence- 
ment of the second session of that congress, which 
was the first Monday of December, 1536, viz: on 
the 20th April, 1836, Wisconsin (a part of Michigan 
territory) was madea separate territory. Did that 
make any difference? 

It could not prevent a delegate elected in October, 
1835, as before shown, from serving the term of two 
years, to the 4th March, 1837, for the whole territory 
of Michigan, from serving out his term as delegate 
for the te:ritory of Michigan, there being still, not- 
withstanding the separation and establishment of 
Wisconsin, such a territory. 

Again, in January, 1837, Michigan consented to 
the terms proposed to her, upon which she was to 
come into the union, and become a state. 

Then there was no longer any such territory as 
that of Michigan, that having been divided, and one 

art of it made a new territory, and the other part of 
it a state. 

This state of things would, as we have seen, find 
Mr. Jones sitting in the 2d session of the 24th con- 
gress, which commenced on the first Monday ‘of De- 
cember, 1836, under his first election in October, 
1835, as a delegate for Michigan. Would the seat 
he was thus holding be vacated by this state of 
things? 

We think it would.’ That when Michigan be- 
came a state and a new territory, there was no 
longer any such territory as that which he was 
elected to represent. The body politic he represen- 








* December 31, 1835. 


Michigan must serve as the members of the house 
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ted was dissolved, and he was no longer a delegate. 

But before then, viz: in October, 1836, he was, as 
we have seen, elected a delegate for Wisconsin, fo 
serve for the term of two years; that is, for the two 
sessions of the 25th congress, commencing after the 
4th March, 1837. Under this second election in 


‘October, 1836, therefore, we think he could not 


serve cut the session, after Michigan became a state 
in January, 1837. His seat was then vacated by 
the dissolution of the body politic, and his election 
as Wisconsin delegate, in October, 1836. only en- 
titled him, as we kave shown, to commence his 
service, under that election, after the 4th March, 
1837, that is, after his term of service under his first 
election expired. ; ao 

But this state of things did not affect his right un- 
der that second election in October, 1836, to serve 
as delegate for Wisconsin for a term of two years, 
or two sessions, that is, the two sessions of the 25th 
congress. 

We are, therefore, of opinion that Mr. Jones is 
entitled to serve under his first election as delegate 
for Wisconsin in October, 1836, for the term of two 
years, or two sessions of a congress; that that term 
did not begin till after the termination of his first 
term, under his first election, which extended to the 
end of the two sessions of the 24th congress, viz: 
4th March, 1837; and that his term of service, un- 
der his election of October, 1586, commencing after 
the 4th March, 1837, extends to the end of the 2d 
session of the 25th congress, viz: to 4th March, 
1839. 

And Mr. Doty, being elected in October, 1838, 
to serve for the term of two years, his service begins 
with the Ist session of the 26th congress, and con- 
tinues during both the sessions of that congress. 

F. S. KEY, 
W. JONES. 
Washington, December 8, 1838. 


CONGRESSIONAL. 

The following resolutions, in addition to those in- 
serted in the last “‘Reorsrrr,’’ were submitted to 
the house on Monday the 3ist ult. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 





communicate to this house a statement of the quantity | 
and description of arms which, since the conclusion ot | 


the last war with Great Britain, hive been procured and 
distributed to the sta'es and territories respectively, pur- 
suant to an act “making provision for arming and 
equipping the whole body of militia of the United States,” 
passed April 23, 1803; and, also, to state by what rule 
of apportionment the arms have been distributed, the 
manner and times in which the returns of the militia 
have been received from the states and territories: 
whether those returns have been made annually, and, 
in default of such annual returns, what rule has been 


adopted in making the distribution; and for what num-- 


ber of years any of the states have neglected to make 
such returns; and, also, that the secretary communicate 
to this house an abstract vf the latest returns of the num- 


ber of militia in the states and territories respectively, | 


with their dafes, together with an abstract of the quan- 
tity and dates of the issue of arms upon such returns. 
On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on the militia be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 


law that the distribution of arms procured by virtue of 


the act “making provision for arming and equipping the 
whole body of the militia of the United States,” passed 
April 23, 1803, should be made according to the appor- 
tionment of the representatives of each staie and terri- 
tory in the congress of the United States, or by some 
other rule of apportionment, which shall arsceoaty e 
more equal and just, among the different states and ter- 
ritories in respect to their population, subject, by the 
laws of congress and of the states and territories respec- 
tively, to enrolment in the militia, and the active per- 
formance of military duty therein. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, | 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be in- 


structed to consider the expediency of increasing the an- | 


nual appropriation by congress for the purpose of pro- 
viding arins and military equipments for the whole body 
of the militia of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

Resolved, That the report of the secretary of war of 
the 23d December last on the subject of the claims of 
the state of Massachusetts for militia services and ex- 
penditures during the late war with Great Britain, be 
referred to the committee on military affairs. — 

Mr. Calhoun, of Mass., olfered the following, 
which, under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That no order, resolution, or rule of this 
house, upon the subject of petitions, shall apply to reso- 
lutions from state legislatures. 

On motion of Mr. Toucey, fi 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a territorial government tor said District. 

On motion of Mr. Hull, - 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of authorizing the postmaster general to contract for 
carrying mails in sic amboats, packets, or otherwise, be- 


tween the United States and foreign countries, and a'so 
between points without the limits of the United States, 
under such regulations and restrictions as shall be deem- 
ed necessary and proper. 

Mr. Everett offered the following, which, under 
the rules, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay 
before this house a statement of the number of troops 
from the army and the marine corps, militia and volun- 
teers, employed in the Seminole war since its com- 
mencement, their terms of service, the number killed 
and wounded, and also @ statement of the amount of 
moneys expended in said war. 

On motion of Mr. Slade, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house a statement showing the 
number and amount of invalid pensions which have 
been relinquished under the pension act of the 18th 
March, 18/8, and the number of pensioners having thus 
relinquished, who are now on the pension roll, with the 
annual amount of the pensions relinquished by them 
under said act. 

Cn motion of Mr. Cranston, 

Resolved, That the committee on the. post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of amending the law im relation to ship letters, so as to 
make it the duty of the captain or other person having 
returned ship letters, to return them to the postmaster of 
the port where he shall arrive. : 

On motion of Mr. Bicknell, 

_ Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the justice and expe- 
diency of granting a pension to John Keith, a soldier of 
the revolution; and that the papers in his case, on file 
in the war department, be referred to the said com- 
mittee. 

Also, that the committee on revolutionary pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Joanna Bartlett, the widow of Aaron Bart- 
lett, deceased, a soldier of the revolution; and that the 
papers in this case, now on file in the war department, 
be referred to said committee. 

Mr. Loomis offered the following, which, under 
the rules, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the following be adopted as a part of 
one of the standing rules of the house, to be added to 
the 61st rule: “All appropriation bills for special objects, 
other than private bills, shall be by separate bill for each 
specific object, and accompanied by a report or brief 
statement of the particular reasons and grounds which 
render such appropriation necessary.” 

On metion of Mr. Taylor, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the 
laws relating to bounty lands as to allow those entitled 
to them to locate on any pubiic lands subject to entry 
- eee sale, or to receive land scrip in heu of bounty 
and. 

On motion of Mr. Russel, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of rebuilding 
the fortifications on Carleton island, at the outlet of lake 
Ontario, in the county of Jefferson, in the state of New 
York. 

‘On motion of Mr. Marvin, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing such 
parts of Lakes Ontario, Hrie, St. Clair, Huron, Michi- 
gan, and Champlain, and the bays contiguous, and the 
rivers and straits connected with said lakes, to be sur- 
veyed, and accurate maps and charts of such surveys 
to be made, for the security and safety of the naviga- 
tion and commerce on said waters. 

On motion of Mr. Grant, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of repairing and 
rebuilding Fort Ontario, situated at Oswego, in the 
state of New York, and, with the. view of making 
such inqu'ry, that said coinmittee correspond with the 
secretary of war, major gen. Macomb, ard col. W. J. 
Worth, of the army, as to the probable expense of such 
repairs, and the importance of said fortification as a 
military post for the protection of the northern frontier. 

Mr. Kennedy submnitted the following preamble 
and resolutions; which, under the rule, lie over one 
day: j 

There having been well-founded complaints, from 
divers quarters, of manifold corrupt practices in the 
holding of the late elections, which corrupt practices 
are said chiefly to have consisted in attempts to bribe 
some of the votersin said clections, by means both di- 
rect and indirect; in the open and active interference 
of the officers and agents of the general government in 
the conduct of the said elections; and in the employ- 
ment of threats, blows, and riots, designed to prevent 
the lawful exercise of the privilege of voting: : 

And as the preservation of the purity of the elective 
franchise is of the deepest concern to the safety of re- 
publican government: and asit is the duty Of the na- 
tional and state legislatures to guard the right of suf- 
frage against all improper influences; to preserve it 
from all official interference; from bribery, both open 
and secret; from all practices that have the eflect to 
hinder cr prevent the free and fair expression of the 
popular wi!l: and as it is the especial duty of congress 
to look to “the correction of those abuses which have 
brought the patronage of the federal government into 
conflict with the freedoin of elections:” 

Therefore, resolved, That a select committee, to con- 


ee, 

that it shall be their duty to inquire into i, 
of such abuses as, by common report,’ are charo ‘d . 
have been practised in the exercise of the elective, . 
chise in various quarters of this union; and that, ¢ 

the purpose of this inquiry, said committee be aun 2 
ized, if they should ceem it necessary, to send for . 
sons and papers. Pets 

Resolved, That said committee be’ instructed to 5, 
quire into the expediency of this house adopting si 
rule of decision for settling the validity ot Siiltioen’ 
elections, some provision or regulation which, With : ! 
able limitations, shall in effect determine that coal 
bribery practised in any election for aseat in this to 
by the reported successful candidate, or by his on 
or supporters, (‘he same being clearly proved to Pe i 
procured for such candidate a certain number of votes} : 
shall vitiate said election, and be held as concluge i 
ground for setting the same aside, and for referriy, 1 
again to the people: that said committee be also ip : 
siructed to inquire into the expediency of this hous, 
adopting as a rule of decision in case of contested da ; 
tions, some provision or regulation which, with yj, | 
ble limitations, shall in like manner determine any 4 
election to be void, and proper to be referred agai be 
the peopre. wherein it shall be made to appear by ample i 
proof that a certain number of voters frieudly j the 4 
successful candidate in such election shall have bee, 
prevented, by threats, blows, or riots, from casting the} 
votes in said election. 

Resolved, further, That said committee be instructed | 
to report a bill to this house for the remedying of a | 
such disorders as the experience of past years ha; | 
shown to have disturbed or affected the freedom ani 
fairness of elections, the remedy whereof may be wii): 
in the constiitudonal power of congress: and that gai 
committee be especially directed to incorporate jp 
said bill suitable provisions or clauses, by which it may 
be enacted that “a salaries of all officers of the generi| 
government, and all stipends, commissions, wages, o 
emoluments, agreed to be paid by the government ph 
any of the public servants or agents appointed by the 
executive, shall be subject to the condition that the said 
officers, agents, or servants shall abstain from the exer. 
cise of any kind of interference with the elections ¢ 
ther of the federal government Or state governmenis, fur. 
ther than the quiet and orderly casting of their respec. 
live individual votes, under the penalty of forfeiting, fir 
a specified period, one half of their salaries, stipends, 
commissions, or other compensation as aforesaid: and 
that every officer, agent, or servant of the general go-f_ 
vernment appointed by the executive thereof, shall bef 
rendered subject to the said forfeiture, who shall beh 
proved, befure some competent judicial tribunal, and 
upon the verdict of a jury, to have busied himeelf in 
any manner whatever in the ordering, adjusting, o 
proceeding of any public meeting held with a view 10 
the promoting of any political election, or to have arf 
tended such meeting knowing its character, cr to have} 
subscribed any sum of money for the defraying of the 
expenses of any such election, or to have attended af © 
any polls on the day of such election, and there have} 
employed himself in procuring the voters or others to 
vote, or to have joined in any processions, meetings, or} 
assemblages, got up for purposes connected with any | 
such election. 

Mr. Thomas offered the following, which, under} 
the rule, lies over one day: x 

Resolved, That the rules of the house be amended by J 
adding to the 20th rule the following: 

“And on the first and third Friday of each month 
the calendar of senate bills shall be called over, and 
the bills tothe passage of which no objection shall then 
be made shall be first considered and disposed of.” 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, 


e Iray. 


ORY itt he IEE 








te 


cf TGR GA ARE So 





s 
the damaged and useless stationery now on hand oi 
the best terms he can, either at auction or in exchange 
for other stationery. 

Mr. Montgomery offered the following, whic!, 
under the rule, lies over one day: : 

Resolved, That the annual expenditure of the go > 
vernment ought not to exceed $15,000,000 in time 0! 
peace. 

Resolved, That the appropriations to be made at the 
present session of congress, for the support of the gove'™ 
ment for the year 1839, should not exceed the sum °! 
$15,000,000, exclusive of the revenue derived from the 
post office department. . 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house shall hereafiet | 
cause the appropriation bills to be printed with lines an¢ | 
fizures showing the amount contained in each i:em : 
appropriation, and after iheir second and third reading, 
add up the amount contained in each bill, and keep th¢ 
same on his table, ready for the examination of the 
members of this house at all times. 

On motion of Mr. McKay, 

Resclved, That the secretary of the treasury infor™ 
this house whether the accounts of any, and if ay; 
which of the public officers whose names were '© 

rted by him on the 17th of January last as cefauitel 
lave, since that report was made, been settled, either ™ 
whole orin part, specifying in each case the nature 
the settlement. 

Mr. Bond offered the following, which, under th? 
rule, lies one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di 
rected to furnish to this house a copy of the quarterly 
accounts of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of . 
port of New York, in which are included credi's 
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sist of —— members, be appointed by the chair; and 


said collector for three several treasury warrants, to W" 
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Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to dispose of J 7 
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August 23, No, 9677, - $7,637 21 
ie May 2 No. 837, ; . 21,895 15 
1336, June 22, No. 993, - - 9,707 60 


On motion of Mr. Casey, . 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to Inquire Into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Great Wabash river. 
On motion of Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, , 
Resolved, ‘That the committee on. public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the et of amending 
the pre-emption law of the 22d day of June last, so as 
to extend its provisions to all persons settled on pub- 
lic lands during the year 1833; also, to dispense with 
the oath required to be taken under the said law. 
On motion of Mr. Miller, : 
Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
‘nstructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the furthei improvement and comple- 
tion of the harbor of St. Louis, Missouri; also, an ap- 
rop-iation for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi, from the mouth of the Ohio to the 
mouth of the Missouri river; and also, an appropriation 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Missouri 
river from its mouth as far up said river as Fort Lea- 
worth. ‘ 
“On motion of Mr. Harrison, 
Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the ex ediency of ceding to the 
state of Missouri such inundated and swamp lands 
lying within said state as have not been surveyed, 


' and which have been reported as impracticable to be 


surveyed, or as not worth the expense of surveying. 

On motion of Mr. Yell, Sed 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs in- 
quire. what immediate legislation Is necessary to carry 
into effect a treaty between the United States and the 
republic of Texas in relation to the running and estab- 
lishing the line between the two governments, in ac- 
cordance with said treaty; and that the treaty of limits 
between the republic of Texas and the United Siates, 
communicated to congress at the beginning of the pre- 
sent session, be referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Crary, 

Res.lved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so reor- 
ganizing the navy department as to dispense with the 
service of the board of navy comnmnssionelts. 

On motion of Mr. Downing, 

1. Resolved, That the committee on the territories 
be instructed tu inquire into the expediency of making 
ai appropriation to enlarge or reconstruct the public 
buildings for the accommodation of the legislative body 
of the territory of Florida. 

2, Resoliei, That the claim of general Clinch for 
forage and other articles included in his account fur- 
n'shed to the troops and militia of the United States, 
or taken by them, be referred to the committee of 
claims. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Wisconsin, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inquire into and report to this house the con- 
dition of the banks in Wisconsin territory; to ascertain 
whether the said banks have been put in operation in 
pursuance of the acts of the territory chartering such 
banks, and the acts of congress approving them, if any 
were passed, and whether the said banks have or have 
not violated the provisions of their charters, if any 
Were granted. 

Resolved, That the said secretary also report to this 
house the character of the currency received at the dif- 
ferent land offices in said territory in payment for the 
public lands, and report the names of the banking in- 
siitutions the notes of which are so received. 

On motion of Mr. Chapman, of lowa, 

1, Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
a road from Dubuque, ia the territory of Lowa, to the 
Missouri state line, passing through as many of the 
cuunty seats as practicable, so as to terminate in the 
county of Van Buren. 

That said committee also inquire into the expe- 
diency of constructing a canal from Bloomington, in 
the territory of Iowa, to some suitable point on the Red 
Cedar river, and of the expediency of grantizg land to 
aid in the construction of the same. 

_ 2. Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting} 


a bill granting to the territory of Iowa the quantity of 
lands usually given to the territories for the benefit of 
education. 

Aiso, a bill granting the pre-emption right to the 
claimants of lots in certain towns reserved from sale 
by the act of congress of 1833. 

3. Resolved, That the commi.tze on the territories 

€ instrueted to inquire into the expediency of reporting 
a bill to define the eas'ern boundary of the territory of 
lowa; a bill to authorize the election of judges of pro- 

ate, sheriffs, justices of the peace, and county survey- 
ors in the territory of Iowa; and a bill to authorize. the 
People of said territory to form a constitution and state 
government, and for its admissi-n into the union, 

4. Resclved, That the committee on the post office 
and post roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
Clency of establishing a post route from Dubuque, 
through the counties of Jones, Cedar, Slaughter, and 

enry, to the town of Keosanqua, in the territory of 
owa. 

_ 9. Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting to 


| 








the counties of Lee. Des Moines, Jackson, and Dubuque, 
in the territory of Iowa, land to aid in the erection of 
court-houses and jails, in lieu of lands sold by the gov- 
ernment. 

6. Resolved, That the secretary of state be requested 
to communicate to this house at as early a period as 
possible, any report he may have received from the 
comm ssioners appointed to survey and run the north- 
ern boundary line of the state of Missouri. 
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[The following is the select committee congress ap- 
pointed upon the subject of past donations of public 
lands, quality sesand plans for dividing it, or ils pro- 
ceeds, &c. Messrs. Johnson, of Maryland, Davee, 
Atherton, Cushing, Tillinghast, Holt, Allen, of Vermont, 
Parker, Aycrigg, Potter, Milligan, Robertson, of Va., 
Connor, Pi:kens, Haynes, Menefee, McClellan, of Ten., 
Hamer, Johnson, of Louisiana, Boon, Prentiss, Snyder, 
Lewis, Harrison, Yell, Crary.| 
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SENATE. 

January 10. The Vice President Jaid before the 
senate a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, in obedience to a resolution, showing the 
number of acres of land in Alabarna aud Missis- 
sippi, embraced in the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creek. 

After the presentation of petitions and memo- 
rials, 

Mr. White asked to be discharged from his du- 
ties as chairman of the committee on Indian affairs, 
being unable to attend to the duties on account of 
his impaired health. 

Mr. Tipton was appointed chairman by unani- 
mous consent. 

A number of committees having made reports, 
which will be noticed when before the senate for 
consideration, 

Mr. Hubbard introduced a resolution asking the 
committee on commerce to inquire into the expe- | 
diency of establishing as many artificial harbors on 
Lake Michigan as would render safe the naviga- 
tion and protect hu:nan life on said lake. Mr. | 
Davis said he was in doubtas to the precise mean- | 
ing of the phrase ‘establishing harbors,” as used | 
in the resolution, and he desired the mover to ex- | 
plain what he had in view when using that expres- 
sion. Mr. Hubbard macea brief statement, show- 
ing the importance and necessity of harbors on 
Lake Michigan for the preservation of life and 
property. Mr. King said he presumed the senator 
meant simply that artificial harbors should be con- 
structed on that lake by the government, as such 
was the mode of establishing harbors which the 
government had heretofore pursued. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke with his usual earnestness, on 
this subject, against appropriations for the con- 
struction of harbors at all, and especially during 








the present year, when it would be necessary to | 
borrow the requisite funds. Besides, the only just | 
ground on which the government could be required | 
to construct harbors at all was, that the states were | 
deprived of the right to impose duties on imported | 


the right of levying tonnage duties, as well as du- 
ties on lipportations; and, as the states had given 

up this right, (to impose duties on tomwnage,) how 

were they to construct these harbors? They had 

no appropriate means of doing it, and it was, 

therefore, evident that the whole subject belonged 

to this government. 

Mr. Davis said this was hardly the time to dis- 
cuss this resolution, and especially on the question 
of the constitutional power to make harbors. But 
he would assure the senator from South Carolina, if 
they would give the committee the means, they 
would give the subject as much attention as he de- 
sired. But the committee could never hope to re- 
port any thing satisfactory on a subject of this kind 
without something more than the mere resolution. 
Mr. D. wished to suggest therefore, to gentlemen 
who moved resolutions of this description, that, if 
they expected the committee to report tothe senate 
in a satisfactory manner, the requisite means of in- 
lorination ought to be provided. Mr. D. added a 
few remarks, to the import that, if the proceeds of 
the public lands appropriated to the states should 
be used for the construction of harbors, the senator 
from South Carolina, (by whom it had been sug- 
gested,) should see such a proposition carried be- 
fore arresting the usual supplies for this purpose. 
Mr. D. also admitted that these improvements by 
the United States government ought to be made 
only on or at the terminations of the great thorcugh- 
fares of the country. 

Mr. Hubbard did not care about the phraseology. 
The senator (Mr. Davis) 1oight use his own. And 
the word ‘constructing’? was substituted, and the 
resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. White, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and he is 
hereby, requested to report to the senate the whole 
amount of expense incurred by the United States in 
negotiating a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, to 
whom the several sums expended were paid, the sum 
paid to each, and for what particular service. 

Also, that the secretary of war report whether the 
commission reported under the treaty between the 
United States and the Cherokee Indians, in 1835, for 
the adjudication of claims, has been terminated, and 
if not, by what authority the said commission has been 
continued since the 23d of May last, and further, 
what has been the expense of said commission, to 
whom the sums have been paid, and the sum paid to 
each individual. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate the proportion of the nett 
proceeds of the public lands which each state would 
have received up to and including the Ist of January, 
1839, under the “bill entitled an act to appropriate for 
a limited time the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands of the United States, and for granting lands to 
certain states,” which passed both houses of congress, 
and would have become a law if it had received the 
approbation of the presideit. 

_ Lhe resolution offered by Mr. Rives some days 
since, calling on the president for any correspond- 
ence between the secretary of war &nd agents of 
the Bank of the United States, was, on motion of 


goods. But this argument was not applicable at| Mr. Hubbard, taken up and adopted. 


all to harbors on the lakes, where no foreign goods 
He insisted that it was decidedly | 


were entered. 
unconstitutional to appropriate money for such a 


On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 


purpose; and, besides, the time had come when | ing existing laws as to equalize the labors and emolu- 


there must be retrenchinent somewhere, if the re- 
vival of the tariff was to be avoided; and it was 
best to make such retrenchment first on objects 
which were local or doubtfulin their character. 

Mr. Norvell expressed his astonishment that the 
senator from South Carolina should regard the con- 
striction of harbors on the lakes as unconstitu- 
tional. If the people on the lakes did not import 
foreign goods, and, in consequence. did not pay the 
duties upon them directly, yet, by buying and con- 
suining those goods, they in fact paid the duties 
upon them just as much as if they had imported 
them and paid the duties directly. Mr. N. also 
argued on the great importance and necessity of 
harbors on lakes, and especially on Lake Michigan, 
on which scarcely any natural harbors existed. 

Mr. Hubbard said it was a little too late to ques- 
tion the constitutionality of this practice, which 
had been so long continued by the government. 
Yet very little had been expended on these lake 
harbors, and it was the very want of the harbors 
which rendered the navigation of these lakes, ans 
especially of Lake Michigan, so exceedingly ha- 
zardous. 

Mr. Lyon remarked that he and his colleagne 
were greatly interested in this subject, since Michi- 
gan had a greater extent of coast than any other 
state in the union, and this interest was greatly en- 
hanced by the fact that perhaps millions of dollars | 
were annually lost on the Michigan coasts for want | 
of these harbors, And as to the power of govern- | 
ment to construct them, that government alone had 





/ments of the judges of the United States courts. 


On motion of Mr. King, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs in- 
quire into the expediency of making compensation to 
heutenant E. B. Thornton, of the United States army, 
for property destroyed in the steamboat Pulaski. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, introduced a bill to reor- 
ganize the district courts of the United States in 
the state of Alabama. 

_Mr. Robbins submitted the following for con- 
sideration: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting 
of five members of the senste, jointly with such com- 
mittee as may be appointed on the purt of the house of 
representatives, to consider the expediency of providing 
an institution of learning, to be established in the 
city of Washington, for the application of the legacy 
bequeathed by Mr. James Smithson, of London, to 
the United States, in trust for that purpose; also, to con- 
sider the expediency of a charter for such institution, 
together wiih the powers and privileges which in their 
opinion the said charter ought to confer; also, to con- 
sider the expediency of ways and meansto be provided 
by congress other than the said legacy, but in addition 
thereto, and in aid af said benevolent intention, and to 
report on the premises. 

Mr. R. addressed the senate at some length in 
explanation of bis views on the subject of the reso- 
lution; and, after a few remarks from Mr. Preston, 
higbly complimentary of the venerable mover, the 
resolution was agreed to. 

[The remarks of Messrs. Robbins and Preston 
shall have a place hereafter. ] 


The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
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of the land graduation bill, as stated in the last 
- “REGISTER.” 


January 11. Mr. Sevier appeared in his seat. 

_ The Vice President communicated to the senate, 
in obedience to a law of 1836, a report from the sec- 
retary of the treasury in relation to the selection of 
the deposite banks. 

Also, from the president, transmitting the report 
of the secretary of war, in obedience to a resolution, 

iving information in relation to the transactions 

tween the Bank of the United States and the sec- 

retary of war; all of which were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Lumpkin presented resolutions from the le- 
gislature of Georgia in relation to certain post 
routes; also, from the same source, in relation to 
compensation for horses lost by volunteers in the 
Fiorida war; also, that certain citizens of that state 
be remunerated for the illegal destruction of their 
property by order of United States officers. 

ther business of minor importance was transact- 
ed, after which the bill for the relief of James H. 


Clarke came up, and, after being advocated by Mr. | P 


Southard, and opposed by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. 
King, was, on motion of the latter, recommitted. 

The senate then resumed the land graduation bill, 
as heretofore reported. 

January 14. Mr. Webster and Mr. Cuthbert ap- 
peared in their seats this morning. 

The Vice President communicated to the senate 
a report froin the secretary of the treasury, contain- 
ing an account of miscellaneous claims during the 
year 1833, and the receipts and expenditures of the 
marine hospital. 

Also, a statement from the secretary of war, in 
obedience to a resolution of the senate, showing all 
the works of improvement of harbors, mouths of 
creeks, and rivers which have been in progress up- 
wards of three years. 

Also, from the same department, a statement, in 
obedience to law, showing the names of the clerks. 
employed in said department, with the amount of 
salaries annexed. 

Also, from the navy department a statement of a 
like nature. 

Mr. Brown presented the resolutions of the legis- 
lature of North Carolina, expressive of its opinion 
in relation to the sub-treasury, the public lands, 
&e. &e. 

In presenting these resolutions Mr. Brown and 
Mr. Strange addressed the senate, and were replied 
to by Mr. Clay, of Ky.; the report of which will be 
given in the next “‘Recister.” The resolutions 
were ordered to be printed. 

A number of petitions, &c. were presented, 
among which were the following: 

By Mr. Merrick: from the board of trade at Bal- 
timore, in relation to the adoption of the apprentice 
system on board of merchant vessels. 

By Mr. Tallmadge: from certain Oneida Indians. 
Also, from Timothy Powers. 

By Mr. Williams, of Maine: from certain citizens 
of Maine, inrelation to a congress of nations for the 
perpetuation of peace. 

The following were among the bills reported: 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the bill making a grant of land to the Ga- 
lena and Chicago railroad company. 

Also, the bill authorizing the Portage canal com- 
pany to enter lands at Fox and Wisconsin river 
portage. 

Also, the bill authorizing the state of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfect titles, &c. 

Also, the bill establishing a surveyor general’s 
office in Illinois. 

Also, the bili establishing the Peoria land district 
in the same state. 

The bill from the house of representatives for the 
relief of Levi Chadwick, the joint resolution to ex- 
amine the claims of workmen on public buildings, 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of Charles Brown, 
deceased, and an act asking the issuing of a register 
for the sloop Sarah, were all severally read and re- 
ferred. 

The following were among the bills introduced, 
on leave: 

By Mr. Foster: bills for the relief of Andrew J. 
Johnson and Samuel Love. : 

By Mr. Preston: a bill for the relief of the heirs 
of John De Trenille. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to discontinue surveyors general, and 
to abolish certain land offices, and the office of the 
solicitor of the land office. : f 

Also, the bill supplemental to the bill granting 

re-emption rights to the settlers on the public 
ands, approved January 22, 1838. 

Mr. King. from the committee on commerce, 
asked to be discharged from the consideration of the 
resolutions of Illinois, in relation to a survey of the 
northern and western lakes. 





On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law tor the 
payment of the militia of Michigan, ordered into the 
service of the United States on the requisition of the 
marshal. 

The senate having again taken up the bill to re- 
duce and graduate the price of the public lands, 
and the question being on the motion of Mr. Rives 
for its indefinite postponement, 

Mr. Webster briefly recapitulated the opinions 
and sentiments which he had expressed on this sub- 
ject in the session of 1827-’28 in favor of taking, at 
first, a single, and not very considerable step in re- 
ducing and graduating the price of the public lands; 
and he declared that he had seen no reason to change 
his opinions of that time, and if this bill had pro- 
posed no sore, he should have voted in its favor. 

The vote was then taken on the indefinite post- 
ponement of the bill, and it was decided in the ne- 
gative by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky., 
Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean Merrick, Morris, 

rentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall 
Webster, Williams, of Me.—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Smith, of Indiana, Tipton, Walker, White,,Williams, 
of Mississippi, Wright, Young—27. 

So the motion for indefinite postponement was 
ost. 

Mr. Morris now moved a substitute for the whole 
bill, ceding all the public lands, after having been 
twenty years in the market, to the respective states 
in which they lie, and authorizing the president of 
the United States to convey them to the states when 
such contingencies should occur. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. Clay of Ala., 
and Morris, Mr. Southard moved that the substitute 
be printed; which motion requiring unanimous con- 
sent, and being objected to by Mr. Walker, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Southard, 

The senate adjourned. 

January 15. Among the petitions presented to- 
day, was one by Mr. Tallmadge from Alfred Vail, 
in relation to an electro-magnetic telegraph. 

Several committees made reports on private 
claims. 

Mr. Fulton, from the committee on public build- 
ings, reported a bill providing for the erection of a 
fire proof building for the post office department. 

Also, the joint resolution authorizing an exami- 
nation into the claims of certain workinen on the 
public buildings. 

On motion of Mr. Young, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizin 
the registers and receivers of the United Siates land of- 
fices to administer oaths where necessary without fee or 
extra compensation. 

The bill to establish a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, passed over informally yesterday, 
was then taken up, and, after being considered in 
committee of the whole, and amended, it was, 

On motion of Mr. Walker, laid on the table. 

The bill to graduate and reduce the price of pub- 
lic lands was taken up, as the special order, when 
Mr. Morris withdrew the amendment offered yes- 
terday, and substituted another to the effect that, 
whenever the public lands shall fall within two 
millions of acres in any state, they shall be ceded 
to the states wherein they lie. 

Mr. Southard addressed the senate against the 
general provisions of the bill, and was followed by 
Mr. Allen, who advocated its principles, and the 
amendment of Mr. Morris in particular. 

Mr. Bayard moved an adjournment. 

On this question Mr. Walker asked the yeas and 
nays, when there appeared for it 23, against 25. 
inn r. Lyon then took the floor in support of the 

ill. 

The 
of Mr. 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Ala., Ful- 
ton, King, Linn, Morris, Mouton, Robinson, Sevier, 
Walker, White, Williams, of Miss., Young—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ky., Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Hub- 
bard, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Conn., Smith, of Ia., 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Wall, Williams, of Maine, Wright—34. 

There were several motions made for adjourn- 
ment, but were not carried; when, at the request of 
Mr. Calhoun, who expressed a desire to be heard, 
the senate adjourned. 

January 16. The Vice President communicated 
to the senate a message from the president, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of October last, covering a 


nestion was then taken on the amendment 
orris, and decided in the negative, as fol- 


} for the payment of horses lost in war in the service 





——- 
statement from the different departments, show;, 
the per centage allowed to persons for the disbyrs 
ment of public money. Also, covering a re 
from the secretary of war, on the 


Creeks, and suggesting that a 
be made for that purpose. 
Also, a letter from the nen repre ment, contain. 
ing a report of lieutenant Wilkes of a Survey of 
Tybee river to Hunting creek. 
The following were among the petitions and ie. 
morials presented: ; 


small apPropriatioy 


By Mr. Buchanan: from a number of citizens o 


Pittsburg, asking an appropriation to improve t 
condition of a certain part of the Ohio diver, wile 


the petitioners state, will give them an uninterrypy. 4 


ye steam navigation from Pittsburg to New (. 
eans. 

By Mr. Clay, of Alabama: a report from the sec. 
retary of war, accompanied by a resolution askin 
the commnittee on military affairs to inquire into the 
expediency of making further appropriation by lay 


of the United States. 

By Mr. Benton: from Richard Graham and Joby 
O’Fallon. 

By Mr. Morris: from a citizen of Cincinnati 





k. 
gf 
Ce FF 
propriety of é 
ting apart a tract of country west of the Mississjp,; | 
for the Seminole Indians, to separate them from Ha F 





















stating that he had discovered a cure for all the mo. 


netary diseases of the country, and a plan forthe | 





settlement of debts and credits in the United States, 
and freeing the banks from all opportunities of abuse 





of their privileges, &c. &c. This petition was read F 





and laid on the table. 


By Mr. McKean: from citizens of Philadelphia, 


against admitting into the union any state that tole. 
rates domestic slavery. Motion to receive ordered 
to lie on the table. 

By Mr. Roane: from the mayor of Alexandria, 
asking that Mr. Walker will suspend for the pre. 
sent any further operation in relation to the trans- 
fer of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal stock to the 
state of Maryland. 

By Mr. Wall: from citizens of Gloucester county, 


New Jersey, against slavery, and the annexation of J — 






Texas to the Union. Motion to receive omlered to 
lie on the table. 

By Mr. Strange: a report fromthe commissioner 
of the patent office. — 

Mr. Nicholas, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, to which had been referred the reso- 
lution introduced by Mr. Allen, inquiring if the 
banks of this District had evaded, or attempted to 
evade, the laws of last session in relation to the 
issuing of notes of other corporations of a less de- 
nomination than the banks were authorized to do, 
reported that the committee had made every in 


quiry, and had the most satisfactory assurances that | ~ 


the banks had, in no instance, contravened, or al- 
tempted to contravene, the law, and asked to b 
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discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 

Mr. Roune, from the same committee, se 
joint resolution authorizing the mayor of Washing: 
ton to open certain alleys, and to execute cerlail 
deeds for Jots in said city. 


Mr. Nicholas, from the committee on the judici | 


ry, reported a bill relating to the manner in which 
certain laws of the District of Columbia shall be ex: 
ecuted. 


Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, F 


= 


reported a bill making a grant of land for railroads 


in Mississippi. Also, a bill, granting to Michigan | 


a quantity of land to aid said state in making a ¢® 
nal around the falls of St. Marie. 
the relief of Henry Marsh. 

Also, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolutions of the legislature of 
Vermont, in relation to grants of land for the col- 
leges of that state. - : 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, Fé 
a a bill allowing a drawback on importe 

é 


mp, when manufactured into cordage for expo } 


tation. 


Also, asked to be discharged from the consider : 
tion of the memorial of certain citizens of Ohio | 


asking the incorporation of a national bank. 


Mr. Wall, from the committee on the judicia'y, F 


reported a bili for the relief of John Campbell 
White. | 
Also, asked to be discharked from the consider’ 
tion of the petitions of John Roberts and of Charles 
S. Hempstead. j 
Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, asked to be discharged from the petition 0 
lieutenant Thornton. , 
Mr. Williams, from the committee on pension’ 
made an unfavorable report on the claim of the 
heirs of Abraham White. nagar 
The joint resolution authorizing an examinatio® 
into the claims of workmen on the public building# 
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7 as considered in committee of the whole, ordered 
Bo be engrossed, and was finally passed. ; 
| The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
if the bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
Bubliclands; when 3 
Mr. Calhoun rose and addressed the senate, and 
vas followed by Mr. Buyard; and, after a few re- 
sarks from Mr. Robinson, and a short response by 
{r. Clay, (who expressed a desire to be heard on 
he subiect, though he did not wish to delay the 
uestion on engrossment, for which gentlemen 
»emed so anxious; what he had to say could as 
ell be done when the bill was on its passage, and 
e would, therefore, defer his remarks until to-mor- 
ow )— 
The question was taken on engrossment, and 
vas carried in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
f Ala., Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard. — Linn, 
umpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Smith, of 
a, Tipton. Walker, Williams, of Mississippi, Wright, 
— 27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Prown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ky., Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, 

illiams, of Me.—22. 

‘Lhe senate held an executive session of some 


_ 
weer 












ime, and then adjourned. 

January 17. The Vice President communicated 
o the senate a report from the secretary of war, 
howing a statement of contracts entered into with 
aid department. 

Also, from the war department, containing a list 
‘of all the persons employed in the Indian depart- 
ment. 

Also, several other executive communications, in 
ompliance with resolutions of the senate. 

Among the petitions presented was one by Mr. 
Bayard froin inhabitants of Newcastle county, Dela- 
ware, in relation to improvements of the harbor at 
Delaware City. 

* Several committees made reports on private 
flaims. 

> The bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands having been read a third time, on the 
Muestion, Shall this bill pass?— 

% Mr. Clay rose and addressed the senate at consi- 
Merable length in opposition to the bill, and was 
ollowed by Messrs. Calhoun, Buchanan, Niles, 
Benton, and King, when the question was taken by 
eas and nays, and the bill was passed by the fol- 
owing vote: 

@ YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Winn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
Well, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Smith, 
ef Ind., Tipton, Walker, White, Williams, ot Miss., 
Wright, Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, of 
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y., Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Pouthard, Spence, Sirange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Williams, of Me.—22. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

© January 18. Among other business transacted in 
@the senate to-day, was the consideration of the bill 
or the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
tates of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. A motion was 
made by Mr. King, as a test vote, to strike out all 
fter the enacting clause; on which motion the ques- 
lon was taken 3 yeas and nays, and carried by a 
rote of 23 to 22. This vote was afterwards recon- 
_#idered; and on the motion to strike out, the vote 
Bstood for it 23, against 26. On motion of Mr. Hub- 
ard, the sum of $50,000 was stricken out, wherever 
#}t occurred, thus limiting the appropriation to 
§3100,000 to each state mentioned in the bill. The 
bill was ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 25 to 
23. After which the senate went into executive 
m session, and then adjourned to Monday. 


PRA SRLS POR SUNM 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday, Jan.8. Mr. Sherrod Williams (leave 
having been denied) moved a suspension of the 





rules to enable him to offer a resolution providing 
that the daily hour of the meeting of this house 
should be 11 o’clock until further notice. 
On this motion, Mr. W. asked the yeas and nays; 
which were refused. 
he question having been taken, the house re- 
fused to suspend the rules. 
Mr. Everett rose and called the attention of the 
Ouse to the resolution offered some time since, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a select committee on 
the defaleations of Mr. Swartwout. If it was in- 
tended to raise such a committee during the pre- 
sent session, it ought to be done now. He moved, 
‘herefore, to take up the resolution with a view to 
its final disposition. Mr. Cambreleng reminded the 
» Gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Everett) that the 
' Tesolation would come up next in order of business 


after the committees had made their reports. So 
Mr. Everett withdrew his motion. 


Mr. Hunter asked leave to lay on the table, with 
a view to have printed, the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That a select committee be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency.of reporting a bill which 
shall provide— 

Ist. That all money hereafter to be received by the 
United States for custems shall be paid on four certain 
days fixed at intervals of three months. ‘The duties re- 
quired by existing laws to be paid in cash, to be secur- 
ed by bonds with approved sureties, bearing interest at 
the rate of six per centum per annum from its date un- 
til paid, and payable at the next fixed quarterly day, 
unless it bears date within twenty days of that period, 
in which case it is to be payuble on the next succeed- 
ing day fixed for payments to the United States. But if 
the importer be entitled to credit under the existing 
laws, the sum due is to be diminished by a discount at 
the rate of six per centum for the time through which the 
said credit extends, and the sum thus ascertained to be 
secured. by bond as aforesaid under the limitations 
above described. ' 

2d. That ali debts due from the United States shall 
be made payable so far as practicable on four certain 
days occurring at intervals of three months, and fixed 
at twenty days respectively after the days fixed as afore- 
said for payments to the United States. These debts, 
in all cuses where practicable, to be made payable at 
the next day of disbursements, unless incurred within 
twenty days of that time; in which case, to be payable 
at the second succeeding d: y fixed for that purpose. 
But if the public creditor should fail to present his claim 
at the place at which it is payable when due, or with- 
in —— days of that time, A mad the United States to be 
absolved from all responsibility for any failure in the 
disbursing agent at that place to pay the said creditor: 
Provided, however, That the said agent and his surcties 
shall be liable in their individual capacities to pay to 
the said creditor any sums received for his use upon de- 
mand and without interest. 

3d. That all requisitions en the treasury department, 
by other departments of this government, for sums to be 
disbursed at the next day fixed for that purpose, shall 
be made at least twenty days before the day fixed for 
public receipts, and next succeeding that ot the requi- 
sition. 

4th. That the secretary of the treasury, after a com- 
parison of the liabilities to and from the government, at 
the next succeeding day of receipt and disbursement, 
shall ascertain the probable surplus which will be due to 
the United States upon the next quarterly day of re- 
ceipt, after collecting what will be sufficient to discharge 
the debts due from the government at the next dis- 
bursing day, together with whatever sum may be need- 
ful as a cash surplus for emergenciesof the department 
not otherwise provided for. The debtors of the United 
States to be entitled to an extended credit upon the sur- 
plus thus ascertained upon their giving bonds with ap- 
proved sureties, bearing interest as aforesaid up to the 
quarterly day of receipts next succeeding that at which 
the original bond was due. Each public debtor offer- 
ing security as aforesaid to be entitled to this further 
credit upon an equal proportion of his debt, which pro- 
portion 1s to be specified by public advertisement of the 
secretary of the treasury at least 20 days before the next 
succeeding day ofreceipts. But all bonds given for the 
surplus as aforesaid to be wholly collected at the next 

uarter when due, before any portion is demanded of 
pt bonds given when the debt for duties was in- 
carred. 

The motion for printing was agreed to, and Mr. 
H. gave notice that he would call up the resolutions 
on Thursday next. 

The following were among the reports from com- 
mittees presented to-day: 

Mr. Cambreleng, {rom the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of government 
for 1839. 

Mr. Haynes, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to provide for the support of 
the military academy of the United States for the 
year 1839. 

Mr. Cambreleng presented a letter from the secre- 
tary of state, transmitting an extract from a letter 
addressed to the president of the United States by 
the attorney of the United States for the northern 
district of New York, on the subject of the com- 
pensation to which he: thinks himself entitled for 
extra services rendered in preventing incursions 
into Canada under the law of the last session of 
congress... | 

On motion of Mr. Haynes, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the esti- 
mates for New York barracks for the cadets, and 
barracks for a company of dragoons, and stables for 
their horses, at West Point, and that they be referred to 
the committee on military affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Giddings, 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of Anne 
Temple Green, and that so much of said memorial as 
relates to the heirs of capt. Nicholsun prior to the 
adoption of our present constitution, be referred to the 
committee on revolutionary claims; and that so much 
of said memorial as relates to the services of said cap- 





oe 
tain Nichculson since the adoption of the said present 
constitution, be referred to the fourth auditor of the trea- 


sury. 
Mr. Elmore oifered the following resolutions, 
which lie over one day: 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report to 
this house statements of the value of the exports and im- 
ports of each state and territory for the years 1837 and 
1838, showing what amount of the exports was of for- 
eign, and what of domestic growth and manufacture; 
the amount of duties accruing each year on such im- 


4 ports, and the amount actually collected, what amount 


was duty free, and what amount was chargeable with 


duty; and also, what amount of drawback was paid in 
each state. 


Resolved, That the secretary cf the treasury report 
further to this house what articles under the present 
tariff of duties are duty free, and what are chargeable 
with duties; also, what is the specific or ad valorem 
duty paid on each article now, and what will be the 
epee of duty under each reduction provided for by 
aw, 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to amend the act to author- 
ize the issuing of treasury notes to meet the cur- 
peeing of the government, approved May 21, 

UO 

Mr. Cambreleng explained that the limitation in 
the original act authorizing the issue of treasury 
notes expired on the 31st December last. Two 
millions of the notes, though authorized, had not 
been issued. As five millions of those issued 
would falldue in a single month, in the first half of 
the year, it was essential to the treasury that the 
term should be extended to the 30th June, and a 
portion of this large amount thrown on the latter 
part of the year. 3 

The bill was read twice, and its further consid- 
eration was postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Cambreleng here took occasion tu state that 
it would be recollected that the bill to postpone the 
fourth instalment of deposite with the states had 
been made the special order of the day; but, as the 
gentleman from Vermout (Mr. Everett) and others 
were anxious to take up the resolution in relation 
to Mr. Swartwout, he (Mr. C.) would not move 
the special order this day. And he hoped that a 
decision would be had on the resolution. 


_Mr. Pope, from the same committee, reported a 
bill making appropriations for the continuation of 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; 
and moved its reference to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Pickens desired to be informed by the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. Pope) whether this 
bill had obtained the sanction of a majority of the 
committee? Upon this point, it would be remem- 
bered, there had been a controversy at the last ses- 
sion of congress. 

On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, the house then 
went into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Banks, of Va. in the chair,) and 
took up the bill from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs to carry into effect the convention with Texas, 
by ranning the boundary line between Texas and 
the United States. The bill having been read, Mr. 
Dromgoole briefly stated that it was a transcript of 
a bill for the same purpose, which was reported for 
running the line between the United States and 
Mexico; the officers to be employed and their com- 
pensation were precisely the same. No amend- 
ments being offered to the bill, the committee rose, 
and reported it to the house, when it received its 
third reading, and was passed. 


The house then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Cambreleng’s motion for the raising of a select 
committee to investigate the defaleation of Mr. 
Swartwout, together with Mr. Wise’s amendment 
thereto, proposing the appointment of a committee 
by ballot, &c. Mr. Wise modified his amendment 
by accepting asa modification the résolution moved 
some days since by Mr. Garland, of Virginia. Mr. 
Cambreleng accepted this amendment, with the ex- 
ception of so much of it as proposed the appoint- 
ment of the committee by ballot. 

A debate then ensued, which occupied the house 
till near 5 o’clock, in which Messrs. Cambreleng, 
Mason, of Va., J. Garland, Pickens, Wise, ard 
Boon, took part; when Mr. Bond obtained the oor, 
amidst cries for adjournment. He refused to make 
the motion, lest the subject should slip over under 
some interpretation of the rules of order; bet hav- 
ing gone on some time, and Mr. Curtis having, on 
inquiry at the chair, been assured that this subject 
wonld come up in order to-morrow, after the expi- 
ration of the hour for reports and resolutions— 


Mr. Bond moved that the house adjourn; and it 
adjourned accordingly. 


Wednesday, January 9. After a large number of 
reports upon private claims had been received, 
Mr. Adams, from the select committee to whom 





had been referred the message of the president of 
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the United States in relation to the Smithsonian 
legacy, moved that the memorial of Charles Fleisch- 
’ man, and the drawing of a proposed plan for the 

erection of the institute, be printed for the use of 


thet committee; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Cushman, from the committee on commerce, 
moved that the committee of the whole on the state 
of the the union be discharged from the further 


consideration of the bill to extend the privilege of 
drawback, and to abolish distinctions in ports of 


entry. j 

Which’motion having been agreed to—Mr. Cush- 
man moved that the bill be engrossed for a third 
reading. Mr. Grenneli inquired of the chair whe- 
ther this bill did not require commitment? The 
_ Speaker said, if the bill imposed any additional 
taxes upon the people, it would require comumit- 
ment. Mr. Cambreleng suggested to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire ( Mr. Biachattan) the propriety 
of moving to postpone the further consideration of 
the bill until to-morrow, in order to give the mem- 
bers an opportunity of examining its provisions. It 
was a bill which he (Mr. C.) thought should have 
been adopted long since, and which he believed 
would have been adopted if the house had known 
its objects. Mr. Cushman yielded to this sugges- 
tion, and, on his motion, the further consideration 
of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of’ war, in answer to a resolution of 
the house of representatives of 31st December, 1838, 
calling for information respecting the progress, and 
causes which have retarded the completion of fort 
Livingston, at Grand Terre, Louisiana. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
in answer to a resolution of the 31st ult., reqnest- 
ing information of the amount due from the late 
deposite banks at the tine of suspension of specie 
payments, with the suis due, and how secured. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
showing the names of the clerks employed in the 
treasury department in 1838, with the time each 
clerk was actually employed during the year, and 
the suin paid to each. 

Also, a letter from the solicitor of the treasury, 
submilting areportin the case of Gamaliel E. Sinith, 
referred to hiin by the house of representatives, 
July 7, 1838. | 

Mr. Pope asked leave to submit a motion that the 
bill extending the provisions of the pension law to 
western Indian fighters, be made the special order 
of the day for Tuesday, the 15th instant. 

Mr. P. remarked that this subject had been for 
several years before congress, and, unless some 


special day was assigned for this bill, he feared that it | 


would not be reached during the present session. 
He wished to have the claims of a brave and ieri- 
torious class of men considered and decided by con- 
gress. I ask only (said Mr, Pope) that the subject 
may be fully considered and justice done. 


Objections having been made, Mr. Pope napeai| 


a suspension of the rule. 
On which motion Mr, Cambreleng called for the 


yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, being | 


taken, were: yeas 63, nays 129. 

So the rule was not suspended. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution providing for the appointincnt of a select 
committee to inquire into the Swartwout defalca- 
tions—the question immediately pending being on 
op nlpeagren that the committee be selected by 

allot. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Bond and 
Taylor. 

Mr. Taylor having concluded his remarks, Mr. 
Underwood moved the previous question; but on 
being reminded that this would cut off the amend- 
ment of Mr. Wise, he withdrew the motion. Mr. 
Thomas then addressed the house in favor of the ap- 
Dointinent of a select committee by the chair, which 
he argued was due to the administration, as being 
held responsible for the money lost by the defalca- 
tion; but, as it seemed not likely that a majority of 
the house would consent to this, he concluded by 
moving to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words “by ballot,” and inserting the words 
‘‘vive voce.” Mr. Menefee went at length into a 
reply, touching, in his course, on the general poli- 
tics of the country. Mr. Robertson then obtained 
the floor, and went very fully into an explanation 
of a private conversation to which Mr. Thomas 
had seemed to allude in his speech, and in which 
Mr. R, had complained of the manner in which the 
speak -r ‘iid constituted ihe select committee lately 
raised in reference to the disposal of the public lands. 

After Mr. R. concluded, Mr. Legare obtained the 
floor, and moved to adjourn. 

Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, demanded the yeas 
and nays on this motion; but the house refused to 
order them: ayes 29, noes 161. 

And then the houses adjourned. 


ports, all of which were on private claims, the un- 
finished business of the morning hoar, which was 
the modified resolution of Mr. Wise, providing that 
20,000 copies of the documents nos. 13 and 297— 
the one relating to public defaulters, and the other to 
the defalcations of Samue! Swartwout—be printed, 
was resummed: the pending question being on the 
motion of Mr. Loomis to strike out so much as rela- 
ted to document 297, 

Mr. Graves moved a call of the house, and on that 
notion asked the yeas and nays, which were order- 
ed, and, being taken, were: yeas 88, nays 95. So 
the call was not ordered. 

The question then recurring on the motion to 
strike out from the first resolution so much as relates 
to docu:nent 297, Mr. Bronson demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered, and being taken, 
were: yeas 89, nays 112. So the amendment was 
rejected. 5 

The Chair here announced the spec’al orders of 
the day, being the consideration of certain bills re- 
ported trom the committee on naval ailairs. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Ingham, the house resolved itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Banks, of Va. in the chair.) 

And the committee took up for consideration the 
bill for extending and improving the navy yard at 
Brooklyn, N. Y. and for constructing a dry dock at 
the same. _ 

A motion was made by Mr. Paynter to amend the 
bill, by inserting a new section appropriating 
$100,000 for the construction of a dry dock at the 
navy yard in Philadelphia. 

A long debate followed, in which Messrs. Payn- 
ler, Pickens, Ingham, Naylor, Mallory, W. Thomp- 
son, Cambreleng, Parmenter, Reed, Hoffman, Ser- 
geant, Fry, Potler, Biddle, Dawsen, Wise, Petrikin, 
Hoffman, Elmore, C. Shepard, and Stanly took part; 
when, on motion of Mr. Evans, the committee rose 
and reported progress. 

The Speaker laid sundry executive communica- 
tions before the house, which were laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 





Before the house adjourned, Mr. Curtis, by leave, 


_made an explanation in reference to an article in the 


Globe, headed ‘Black Monday,” in which reference 

'had been made to him in a manner which he cunsid- 

ered false and injurious, 

| And the house adjourned. - 

| Friday, Jan.11. A number of committees having 
made reports, Mr. Craig asked leave to offer the fol- 

lowing resolution: 

| Resolved, That the first Tuesday in February next 
be set apart for the consideration of house bill no. 546, 

entitled “A bill granting an additional quantity of land 

for the location of revolutionary bounty land warrants;” 
the said bill to take precedence of all other business on 

that day. 

Objected to. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the morning hour, being the 
consideration of the modified resolutions of Mr. Wise, 
providing for the publication of 20,000 extra copies 
of certain public documents in relation to defaulters, 
&e.: Mr. Whittlesey moved to amend the resolu- 
tions by striking out 20,000 and inserting 5,000. 
Mr. W. said that 500 copies would be enough to 
supply the members of the house, and also those 
presses in the country which wished to print them for 
political purposes, whilst 20,000 copies would not 
be enough for general distribution. 


Mr. Mitchell said that, 4s this subject had already 
occupied a long time, he would move the previous 
question. And the honse seconded the motion, 
ayes 71, noes 65. Mr. Petrikin moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table. Mr. Wise demanded 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered, Mr. Petri- 
kin then withdrew his motion, and subsequently 
moved to lay the first resolution on the table; which 
mnotion was rejected, 

The question then being on ordering the main 
question, the house decided that it should be now 
taken, 

Mr. Griffin asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, (being on the adoption of the resolutions, ) 
and they were ordered by the house. Mr. Petriicin 
asked a division of the main question, which was 
ordered. And the question was then taken on the 
first resolution, Which is in the words following, viz: 

Resolved, That 20,000 extra copies of document no. 
297, of the 2d session of the 25th congress, and a like 
number extra of document no. 13, of the present session 
of congress, the former relating to public defaulters, the 
latter to the defalcation of Samuel Swartwout, be print- 





ed. 
On which resolution the vote stood: yeas 110, 
nays 82. So the first resolution was adopted. 
And the question was then taken on the second 
resolution, which is in the following words, viz: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report to 





this house: Ist, what defalcations by collectors and re- 


Thursday, Jan. 10, Aft# the reception of re-{ceiyers or other depositaries of the public 
/ taken place sinve the Ist day of October, 183 





money hay, pe 
of the defauiters, when and where they tool, » ne 
and what amount. lac 
or what balances appearing due from defaultcys;, -P- 
report of the 17th of January last have been adjue | 
and reduced; and that he be requested to report Jon. 
house all the correspondence touching defaleatio, hp. ‘ 
receivers aud collectors of public money since tho." 
partment furnished document no. 297. ~e 

And the vote stood: yeas 185, nays 7, 
second resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ingham, the house resolyeg ita 
self into committee of the whole on the state of 4.) 
union, (Mr.. Banks, of Va. in the chair,) on cera 
bills reported from the committee on naval aflain 
The committee resumed the consideration of th E 
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bill under consideration yesterday extending ang jy. 
proving the navy yard at Brooklyn, N. Y 
constructing a dry dock at the same; which bil] \, 
Paynter had moved to amend by inserting _ 








section pin aE $100,000 for the COUStructiny FE 
of a dry doe 
which said amendment Mr. W. ‘Thompson had moy. 


ed to amend by striking 





Pensacola. 


The question being on the amendment {o th ‘ 
amendment, the debate was continued by Messy; F 


Evans, Legare and Tillinghast; and by Mr. Wy} 


Thompson, 1b occasional explanation. After which, é 
Mr. Wise, having appealed to the commiltee in yah 
to let the question be taken, moved that the bill beh 


laid aside; which motion was rejected. 
Mr. Keim addressed the house briefly in reply t 


some observations made by his colleague yesterday, > 
Mr. W. Thompson endeavored inetiectually to ob. 
tain the floor for the purpose of replylug to Mr > 


Evans. 


The cries of ‘question, question,” 


to hear any thing that was going on. 
tion was taken amidst a scene of the most boister. 
ous confusion. 
was rejected. And the amendment was rejected. 

And a motion made by Mr. Petrikin to strike out 
the enacting clause of the bill was also rejected; aud 
the bill was then laid aside. 

The committee thereupon took up for consider 
tion the bill to regulate the pay of the pursers of the 
navy. 

Mr. Moore, of N. Y. offered an amendment, pio- 
posing a ditierent scale of pay: as an additional secf 
tion, which he supported by a few remarks, and a 
quotation from commodore Barron. 


which we may present hereafter. 


the bill respecting navy rations. 


On motion of Mr. Reed, an amendment was made 


to this bill, offering to those who should relinquish 


the spirit ration, (now reduced to one gill,) as a Fy 


equivalent, 6 cents per day in money; also, {o 
minish the amount of biscuit from 14 to 12 ounces. 


Mr. Polis offered an amendment, proposing 0 Fy 


strike out the spirit ration entirely, but it failed. 
The bill was iaid aside, and the committee took 


ships—one for Philadelphia, and anothe. for Balt 
more; which was laid aside without au:endment. 
The next bill was to reduce into one appropriatio 


various appropriations for building, rebuilding, pul 
chasing, and repairing vessels of war, and for provi: Fe 
This bill was lai 
aside, and the committee then took up ‘a bul Jor Fy 
the payment of certain pensioners beretofore paid ' 


ding materials for the same. 


out of the privateer pension fund.” 







. and {, o 
10t ; nen. 


£ a ney ee 
at the navy yard in, Philadelphig 


J out all that relates to a qy 
dock at Philadelphia, and inserting an appropriatio, | 


of $100,000 for the construction of a dry dock y 4 pilitary al 
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broken out at intervals for the last half hour, became F 
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Mr. Cambreleng was opposed to,the bill, and of F 
fered as a substitute an amendinent to pay back oF 


the privateer pension fund any part of it which hed 
been lost by fault of the government. 


Some debate arose on this amendment, in which P 


Messrs. Cambreleng, Ingham, Saltonstall, and Reed 


took part. The amendment was rejected, aud thf 


bill laid aside. , 

The bill next taken up was to reorganize the U: 
S. marine corps, (by adding to it certain officer, 
ai:d augmenting the privates to 1,060.) ; 

On this bill a desuitory but brief debate arose, ? 
which Messrs. Williams, of N. C. Underwood, Wis: 
Cambreleng, Petrikin, and Reed took part, Mr. Wi 
defending the bill, and the other gentlemen opposing 
app 

The committee then, on motion of Mr. Touceys 
rose and reported to the house all the naval bills 
save the last, which remains in committee of tbe 
whole. The bills were ordered to be printed. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, in compliance with t¢ 
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bt of congress of 20th April, 1818, showing the 


aa ames of the clerks employed during the year 1838 


ey hay, i the offices of the secretary of the navy. 

J iteb ae sis, a letter froin the coininissioner of the gene- 
cont | tana , esolution of the house 
CEN pais f mpal lansl office, in answer to a resoluli 


the Bist ult. calling for the quantity of lands be- 


CTS in see . : 

adjusie FBoaving to the general government in that part of the 
ort to hs dwardsville and Kaskaskia district, in Illinois, 
‘atiors «f Mhich comprises the American Bottom, and the 


€ the df Mumber of years the said land has been subject to 


aay a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
compliance with the provision of the 5th section 
the act of 3d of March, 1809, transmitting a state- 


So the : 


solved i. 








Le Of the nent showing the payments made, according to law, 
N certain i t the treasury during the year 1338. 

' Alain Ajso, a slalement from the same department, 
1 Of thet Mowing the expenditures and receipts of the marine 
y ANd tip. spital und for the relief of sick and disabled sea- 

ANd {oy “Ben. Adjourned. 
bill MF Saturday, Jan. 12. Mr. Cushman, from the com- 
| © hewP @ittee on commerce, reported a bill to authorize 
Struction Fa, 0 issuing of aregister to Anthony C. Meneghetty, 
delphi | ke the sloop Sarah; which bill was engrossed, read 
‘ad mov.P WM third time, and passed. 

to a dry On motion of Mr. McKay, the committee on 
OPriation nilitary affairs were discharged froin the resolution 
dock at Br the house of the 3ist December last, for the re- 

“Peal of so much of the act of 2d March, 1833, as 
t lo the PwBvives the punishment of stripes and lashes. 
Messrs, > Mr. Lincola, from the committee on the public 
Mr. W. Quiidings, reported a bill providing for the erec- 
T Which, FW on of a fire-proof building for the use of the gen- 
© 1h Vali ral post office department. [M. L. intimated to 
e bill bP Ghe house that he should take an early opportunity 
to call up this bill. ] 

Teply tf = Phe committee on public buildings and grounds 
“Sercay. F Having been called fore reports 
“ae > Mr. Adams rose, and snggested to his colleague, 
> to Mr 


e chairman of that committee, (Mr. Lincoln,) 
e propriety of calling up the engrossed joint re- 


hich h ; : : : 
nica had Pe intion for paying the workmen employed on the 





» becaine F Bublic works, and who were sullering real distress 

spoons Pom the delay. If the resolution was not taken 

¥9 ques Gp out of its order, the probability was, that the 
yOiSler- 


Bession would pass over without action upon it. 


endmentE Weir claim was of sueh a nature that, as private 
jected. Pitizens, they could recover in any court of law. 
trike out} SPhey were poor people, hard-working men; and he 
clea; aif Roped that some of the members of this house who 


It so great an attachment to hard-working men— 


ONSIGCT2 Fy mechanics—would suffer the resolution to be 


rs Of the Biken np and passed. 

* Some conversation followed, when Mr. Lincoln 
ei Be @id it was his intention to ask thé house to take 
ONAL sec: 


@p the subject so soen as all the committees had 
Been called. 

eC amend: 4 Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, from the select com- 

voved bYF Ghittee on the subject of a national foundry for can- 


'S, anda 





vaio “Bon, reported a bill for that object, which was read 
ys ee “@rice, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 
e took wy fa . 

i 


> The joint resolution from the senate, for the ap- 
Polrtment of a committee upon the subject of the 


Was moet F Binithsouian institution, was read a third time and 
elinguish ssed. 

















I,) a8 XP Mr. Bouldin moved that the house bill giving the 
50, <0 Gr Fogsent of Congress to an act of the general assembly 
ounces. Fa@t Virginia, incerporating the Falmouth and Alex- 
posing © F @ihdria railroad company, be recommitted to the 
iiled. , P eommittee on roads and canals. Mr. B. explained 
ttee took Mat since this bill was ordered to a third reading, 
receivils Pome had received many comunmunications objecting to 
for Balt “#5 provisions, and therefore it was that he moved 
iment. F @recommitment. 


oprallel FE Mr, Petrikia moved to recommit the bill to the 
ing, Pu F@pininittee for the District of Columbia, with in- 
jor provi’ BF ructions to report a bill with all the reservations, 
was lai “Pstrictions, and provisions contained in “An act 
a bail or ® authorize the extension, construction, and use of 
fore paid | Mlateral branch of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
#@'0 and within the District of Coluinbia,” approved 
March, 1831; and further, that said committee 
e Instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
btiher amending said bill to provide for the pay- 
ent by said railroad company to the corporation 
the city of Washington, of ten cents, or some 
Her sum, for each and every passenger carried 
loor froin said city of Washington on said road; 
also to make such provisions as will prevent 
Bd railroad conupany froin asking an unwarrant- 
ble ahd exhorbitant price for carrying the United 
Plates mail on said road. . 


, and of 
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vhich hed 
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re the U. Bi 


officers; 


arose," By Mr. Mercer said he did not rise to debate this 
od, Wise, Bauestion, but rather to apologize for not debating 
Mr. Wise € would merely state that, since he had held 
opposits MM seat on that floor, he had kuown but one instance 


. econmitting a report from one standing com- 
hittee to another. 


The question was first put on the motion to 


+ Touceys 


ee of the commit to the committee on roads and canals, 
‘ed. Md azreed to, 
with the 


| Mr. Lincoln asked the house to take up and consid- 
er at this tiine the engrossed joint resolution autbor- 
izing the payment of the workmen employed on 
the treasury building. Objection was made, and 
some desultory conversation ensued, when Mr. 
Lincoin moved a suspension of the rule. But he 
subsequently withdrew it, on the understanding 
that tifis resolution was among the orders on the 
speaker’s table, and that there were only three or 
four bills which preceded it. 

Mr. Clowney, trom the committee on expendi- 
tures in the war departinent, made a report on the 
case of Samuel Lewis, concluding with the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
require from Samuel Lewis the repayment of the sum 
ot $800 improperly allowed to him tor the services of 
his son Edward, (a minor,) as- clerk in the pension 
bureau, from July, 1818, to July, 1819, together with 
interest from the day he received the same; and upon 
the- refusal or neglect of the said Samuel Lewis to re- 
fund the said sum of money with interest, that the attor- 
ney general of the United States be, and is hereby in- 
structed, forthwith, to institute proper legal proceedings 
tor the recovery of the same. nog: 

Mr. Clowney called for the reading of the report, 
which (after some opposition on account of its 
length) was read. Mr. Chambers moved that the 
resolution and accompanying documents be laid on 
the table, and be printed. Mr. Wise urged action 
at the present time. ‘This was the first report that 
he had ever heard from that committee. Mr. 
Clowney said that the documents were of impor- 
tance to the right understanding of the case, and 


use of the house. And, on motion of Mr. C., the 
further consideration of the subject was postponed 
until Saturday next, was made the order for that 
day, and the repert and accompanying documents 
were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, a number of senate 
bills on the speaker’s table were taken up, read a 
first and second time by their titles, and referred to 
the appropriate committees. 


Mr. Curtis asked leave at this time to submit a 
motion to print 20,000 extra copies of docuinents 
Nos. 54 and 69, being additional reports of the se- 
cretary of the treasury in relation to the Swartwout 
defalcations; the same to be printed with the other 
documents heretofore ordered. Objection having 
been made—Mr. Curtis inoved a suspension of the 
rule. 
the questions put to the secretary of the treasury 
was, why he could not And Mr. C. was here 
put down by very loud cries of ‘‘order.” Mr. C. 
then modified his motion soas to read *10,000,”’ 
instead of **20,000” copies. 





additional documents to those which had heen al- 
ready sent. 

Mr. Smith demanded the yeas and nays on the 

motion to suspend the rule, and addressed to the 
chair the following inquiry: 
» Is it in order to inquire of the chair whether, 
from the documents now moved to be printed, the 
fact does not appear that Mr. Swartwout remained 
without the bonds required by law from the year 
1834 to 1837? 

The Speaker said it was not in order to debate 
the motion. Mr. Smith. Is it in order to ask for 
the reading of the documents? The Speaker sail 
the documents had been once read. Mr. Smith. I 
ask the chair for a distinct answer to my question; 
is itin order to move for the reading of the docu- 
ments? The Speaker said it was not. Mr. Smith. 
Very well, then, 1 ain satisfied. 

And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
J. W. Allen, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wim. B. 
Calhoun, Win. B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, Crary, Crans- 
ton, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Cushman, Dawson, 
Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard 
Fietcher, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Giddings, Goode, 
Grantland, Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
| Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Jenifer, H. Johnson, 
Wm. C. Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Lincoln, Lyon, 
Mallory, Marvin, J. M. Mason, Samson Mason, Mar- 
tin, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer. Milligan, Mitchell, M. Morris, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Noyes, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Potis, 8. 8. 
Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Rumsey. Russell. Sawyer, Sergeant, C. 
Shepard. Shields, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Southgate, 
Stanly, S:nar', Stone, Taliaferro, ‘Thompson, ‘Tilling- 
hast, ‘oland, Underwood, A. S. White, John White, 
Lewis Williams. S. Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Chris. 
H. Williams, Wise, Word, Yorke—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell. Birdsall, Boon, 
Buchanan, Chambers,Chaney, Cleaveland, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Elmore, Farrington, 
| Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Gray, Haley, Hamer, Hawkins, 








he should prefer that the whole be printed for the | 


Mr. C. was proceeding to state that one of 


Mr. Wise wished it understood that these were. 


| Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 





| 


| 


Wim. H. Hunter, R. M. '!’. Hunter, Ingham, Thus. 
Bb. Jackson, J. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbeiter, Lewis, Lo- 
gan, Loomis, McKay. R. McClellan, A. McClellan, 
Miller, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Owens, 
Parker, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, J. H. Prentiss, 
Reily, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Spencer, Swearingen, Taylor, ‘Thomas, ‘litus, Toucey, 
Turner, Whittlesey, J. W. Wuliams—77. 

Not two-thirds, as required by the rule; so the 
rule was not suspended. 

Mr, Cumbreleng gave notice that he would, on 
Tuesday next, ask the house to take up and consider 
some of the appropriation bills. 

And the hour having elapsed, the Chair announ- 
ced the private orders of the day; and the house 
passed to the consideration of private bills. 

The following bills, lying over from last week, 
were read a third tie and passed,,viz: for the relief 
of Thomas Triplett; for the relief of Smith & Town; 
for the relief of Levi Chadwick; a joint resolution 


|for the examination and payment of the claims of 








certain workmen employed on the public buildings; 
a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Chas. 
Brown, deceased; a bill to authorize the issuing ofa 
register to the brig Sarah. 

The bili for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Giascock, was then considered and ordered 
to its third reading. 

{Bills for the relief of Larkin Smith and William 
Madison were much debated, and finally rejected.] 

The Speaker laid before the houre a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmitting a statement of the 
names of the clerks employed in the war depart- 
nent during 1838, and the compensation of each. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting the information called for by the house of repre- 
sentatives on the 3d inst. relative to gen. Gratiot’s 
defalcation. ' 

Mr. Underwood presented a communication from 
gen. Gratiot upon the subject of his alleged defalca- 
lion. 

And the house adjourned. 

Monday, January 14. Mr. Craig moved to re- 
consider the vote taken on Saturday last on the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Roger Sinith, 
which motion was ordered to be entered on the 
journal. 

A motion was also made by Mr. Craig that the 
house do reconsider the vote of the 12th instant, on 
the question tbat the bill (No. 694) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of William Madison, be 
engrossed and read a third time, whereby said bill 
was rejected. [This motion lies over.] 

Mr. Harlan asked the house at this time to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution hereto- 
fore offered by Mr. Cainbreleng, providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject 
of the Swartwout defaications. Mr. H. after al- 
luding to the time this resolution had been under 
consideration, said, *‘if it is to be adopted, let it be 
adopted; if itis to be abandoned, let it be aban- 
doned.”’ 

Mr. Cambreleng disavowed the intimation which 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Harlan) had 
given, that he (Mr. C.) wished to abandon this 
inquiry. Mr. C, begged leave to remind the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, that whilst be (Mr. C.) 
had occupied only about ten minutes of the time 
of the house, the gentleman’s friends had occupied 
many days in debate. Mr. Sherrod Williams said 
that, as this was resolution day, and as he bad se- 
veral resolutions to offer, he must object to the 
motion of his colleague, (Mr. Harlan.) On the 
state of Mississippi being called— 

Mr. Prentiss rose, and asked the house at this 
time to take up certain resolutions offered by him 
on the 8lst cf December last, in relation to the 
election of himself and colleague, in order to fix 
upon a day certain fur their consideration. Mr. P, 
named to-morrow (Tuesday) week. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. Prentiss moved a suspension of the rule, to 
enable him to make this order, and asked tle yeas 
and nays on that motion, which were not ordered. 
And the question having been taken, the house re- 
fused to suspend the rules for the purpose indi- 


} cated. 








Mr. Sherrod Williams offered the following reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved, That it was the intention of the framers 
of the constitution, and the expectation of the people, 
that the congress of the United States should make and 
enact laws for the general good and welfare of the na- 
tion, and to promote the prosperity and happiness of 
the people: and_whereas, instead of making and en- 
acting laws for the general good and welfare of the na- 
tion, and to promote the peeranty and happiness of 
the people, the congress of the United States seems to 
be assembled for the ae of obtaining power for 
those who are out, and of retaining it for those who 
are in cffice, thereby contravening the great object and 
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intention of the framers of the constitution and the just 
expectations of the people: Therefove, 

Be it resolved, That we proceed to the despatch of 
the public and private buSiness of the nation and the 

ple, by enacting such laws as will redound to che 
Best interests of the nation, and by the passage of such 
bills for private claimants as justice rok right demand. 

Resolved further, If it is intended not to act upon the 

ublic and private business for which we were assem- 
Bied, bat only to remain here for the Purpore of making 
speeches, that co ought to be forthwith adjourn- 
ed, and that the people should hereafter elect members 
to congress who will work more and talk less. : 

Mr. McClure moved that the resolutions be laid 
on the table. : ‘ 

Mr. Adams demanded the. question of considera- 
tion. This, Mr. A. said, he would not have done, 
if there was not a precedent of a decision last week 
upon a petition o ered by himself, refusing the re- 
ception of that petition on the ground that it was 
disrespectful to the house. If that petition was 
disrespectful to the house, these resolutions, he 
maintained, were much more so. ‘Therefore it was 
that he asked the question of consideration. 

Mr. S. Williams (amidst some confusion) was 
understood to deny that the resolutions were dis- 
respectful to the house, and to say that he held 
himself responsible to any gentleman who con- 
sidered himself aggrieved by them. Mr. Duncan 
and Mr. McClure rose at the same time to make 
some remarks, the latter gentleman expressed him- 
self desirous to explain the reasons for the motion 
he had made. ; : 

The Speaker said the question of consideration 
was not debateable, and read the rule applicable to it. 
Mr. S. Williams demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question of consideration, which were ordered. 
The question of consideration being taken, there 
were yeas 67, nays 93. So the house refused now 
to consider the resolutions. 

Mr. S. Williams inquired of the chair whether 


the resolutions would not regularly come up in 


their order. 

The Speaker said that was a question for the con- 
sideration of the house. The resolutions, having 
been presented, were now on the speaker’s table, 
subject to the order of the house. 


Mr Wise rose, and read the following letter: 
New York, January 10, 1839, 

My pear sir: I hope you will pardon the liberty I 
am about to take in addressing to you this communica- 
tion, and sincerely hope that the subject of it may be 
deemed of sufficient importance to meet your early 
consideration. A difficulty of an extremely aggrava- 
ting and painful nature has been some time pending 
between commodore J. D. Elliott, late commander-in- 
chief of the Mediterranean — and myself; and 
although I have repeatedly demanded action on the 
charges I have lodged against him, I regret to say as 
yet no notice has been taken of those demands. The 
point at issue, it appears to me, (and must appear so to 
every reflecting mind,) involves matter of the highest 
importance to the naval service of the United States. 
The decision of this question, will determine whether 
officers, in future, are tamely and quietly to submit to 
outrage and insult from a superior, and, agreeably to 
the regulations of the navy, receive redress from the 
department, or whether they are to. take it into their 
own hands. I have demanded the trial of commodore 
Elliott for a most violent, unpre and insulting out- 
rage upon my feelings, committed publicly on a race- 
course, near Port Mahon, (Island of Minorca,) in the 

resence and hearing of several thousand spectators. 

have appealed to the department for justice, and the 
only justice I have received is a trial upon that appeal 
on two different sets of charges preferred by the com- 
mander-in-chief; upon beth of which I have been fully 
and honorably acquitted. My wish is, that commo- 
dore Elliott may be brought before a court of inquiry 
for his general conduct while commander-in-chief of 
the Mediterranean squadron—and that the proceed- 
ings of the two courts by which I have been tried, and 
upon which my charges against him are grounded, may 
be called for by congress. This, it appears to me, is at 
present the only effectual mode of bringing the matter 
to a final and justissue;and I sincerely hope that (if 
your other duties will admit of it) you will lend me 
your aid on this 8 gone coe 

respectfully, your obedient servant, 
et eas +t C. G. Hunter. 

Hon. Henry A. Wise, Washington, 

In connexion therewith, Mr. W. offered the fol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be directed 
to furnish this house with certain, charges heretofore | 
preferred by C. G. Hunier, of the U. S. navy, against 
capt. J. D. Elliott, of “most violent, insulting outra- 
ges upon the feelings and rights of said Hunter, on a 
race-course near Port Mahou, island of Minorca,” and 
of general misconduct while commander-in-chief of the 
Mediterranean squadrons, and to furnish the reasons, 
if any, why the department has not heretofore ordered 
a court of inquiry to sit upon said charges against said 
Elliott; and to furnish, also, copies of the proceedings of 
the two courts of inquiry which were ordered to try 





in ch referred by said Elliot against said 
icone. cben sesh said Hunter was acquitted, and 


upon which the charges of said Hunter against said 
lliott were founded. 
The Speaker said that the resolution would regu- 


larly lie over one day. Mr. Wise asked its consid- 
eration now. Mr. Crary suggested an amendment 
proposing an inquiry into the circumstances attend- 
ing the presentation of a certain service of plate to 
com. Elliott. The Speuker said the house had not 
yet determined to consider the resolution. And 
objection being made, Mr. Wise moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule; which motion was agreed to. And 
the resolution was considered and adopted. 

The following resolutions, among others, were 
also submitted: 

On motion of Mr. Chapman, of Iowa, 

1. Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire what probable proportion of the pub- 
lic lands remain unoccupied and unsold in consequence 
of not granting pre-emption on timbered land in con- 


junction with prairie, and whether any. considerable 


number of the actual settlers intended to be brought 
within the provisions of the late pre-emption law have 
been and are liable to be excluded; and that said com- 
mittee inquire into the pi co sage d of amending the 
‘nth aa law, so that all who have settled, or shall 
hereafter settle, may purchase timbered land and prairie 
in conjunction, if they desire. 

2. Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the the expediency of zranting 
to the territory of Towa a quantity of land whereon the 
seat of government may be located. 

3. Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
a further appropriation for the improvement of the Des 
Moines and Rock river rapids, on the Mississippi river. 

On motion of Mr. Crary, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor of 

ackinac, according to the recommendation of lieut. 
Homans, of the navy. 

Mr. Miller submitted the following resolution, 
and, debate arising thereon, it was Jaid over under 
the rule: 

“Resolved, That the select committee on the public 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting to each of the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and 
Missouri, a quantity of land to be applied to the con- 
struction of works of internal improvement within those 
states respectively; which lan@ so granted, with what 
each of < oie states has heretofore received (if any) 
from the United States, for such purposes, shall make 
the entire grant to each equal to that heretofore granted 
to the state of Ohio. 

A motion was made by Mr. Robertson, of Virgi- 
nia, to amend said resolution ‘by striking out the 
words ‘of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Ar- 
kansas, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Missouri.” 

Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of the legislature 
of the state of Alabama, praying that compensation 
may be made to certain citizens of said state for de- 
predations committed by Creek Indians prior to and 
since the year 1836; which said memorial accom- 
panied by resolutions of said legislature in relation 
thereto, was referred to the committee of claims. 

On motion of Mr. Doly, 

1. Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of declaring 
Green Bay om Milwaukee ports of entry; and of mak- 
ing an appropriation for placing buoys at the entrance 
of the channel of the Neenah or Fox river; and that the 
report of lieutenant J. T. Homans, contained in docu- 
ment No. 24 of documents of this session, be referred 
to said committee. 

2. Resolved, That the committee on territories be in- 
structed to inquire into the necessity of changing and 
limiting to shorter periods the tenure of office of the 
gevertess secretary, members of the legislative assem- 

ly, judges, attorney, and marshal of the territory of 
Wisconsin, and of defining by law the commencement 
and termination of the term of service of the delegate 
for said territory in the house of representatives. 

3. Resolved, That the committee on territories be in- 
structed toinquire into the expediency of establishing a 
general system of internal improvements in the territory 
of Wisconsin, and of providing such means as may be 
required to carry the same into effect. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the state of the military de- 
fences on the western frontier of the United States, and 
into the expediency of adopting for the protection of said 
fronuier an adequate system of defence; and that the 
said committee be further instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of making an appropriation to enable the 
United States government to carry in'o effect such sys- 
tem of defence on said frontier as may be adopted tor 
on persons protection and security. 

n motion of Mr. Harrison, 

Resolved, That the select committee on steamboats 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
umending the act regulating steamboats and other ves- 
sels propelled by steam, as to require all engineers, be- 
fore they shall be allowed to act as such, to be examin- 


ed by a competent board of persons appvinted for tha: 


purpose, who upon being found qualified, shall obtain a 
certificate to that effect. 





}as to allow drawbacks upon goods 





f : : ——=—~ 
That they further inquire into the expediency, a). Pa 
of neennins all pilots of steamboats and other ABs! 
propelled by steam to be examined in like manners“! 3 
if found qualified upon such exarhination, shal} also nt 
tain a certificate of his qualifications. 0b. 
__ That they further inquire into the propriety of ameng.f 4 
ing said act so as to prohibit any person from actin 
captain or commander of any steamboat, until he a ie 
have served at least two years in said business. lea 
into the expediency of requiring every applicant bef : 
examination to bring forward testimonials of his po wy 
moral, and industrious habits. , 
That the committee on commerce inquire into the ey. 
pediency of go amending the laws relative to debentu: | 
' em loyed in the : 
trade from Missouri and Arkansas to Santa Fe and p 
other provinces in Mexico. » and 
On motion of Mr. Lyon, . 
Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary ; 
quire into the expediency of changing the time of hold 
ing the fall terms of the circuit court of the United Sta, | 
for the southern districi of Alabama to a later and am, § 
healthy season of the year, so as to prevent a failure in 
the courts. £ 
On motion of Mr. Crabé, 
Resolved, That the committee on the 
post roads be instructed inquire into the expedieiicy 
providing by law for continuing the present mail facjj, | 
ties to the people of the United States. 
Mr. Crabb moved the following resolution: ‘ 
“Resolved, That the postmaster general be Instructed | 
toreport to this house what amount of funds, in aij. | 
tion to the proceeds of the post office department, yi) | 
be necessary to continue during the present year, 
mail facilities on the present establishment of that ¢e. 
partment; and also to report to this house what redyo. 
tion in said mail facilities he has ordered, and whethe; 
such reductions have been general in every part of the 
union, in due proportion to the facilities heretofore ey. 
tended to the different states respectively.” . 
The rule which requires this resolution to lie of 
the table one day being dispensed with, it was read, Fe 
considered, and agreed to. ’ 
On motion of Mr. Rariden, 4 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the public lands} 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporing} 
and passing a joint resolution authorizing the commis} 
sioner of public lands, upon proper cases made out, ) 
issue duplicate bounty land warrants where the ors) 
nals have been lost or destroyed. : 
On motion of Mr. White, of Indiana, 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce be ip. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending «| 
much of the act “making appropriations for the im} 
provement of certain harbors therein mentioned for th 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and fr} | 
other purposes,” approved July 4, 1836, as _prescrite) 
the plan for constructing the harbor at Michigan city) 
so as to authorize the secretary cf war to deterwine te} 
plan of the same. 
On motion of Mr. Boon, 
Resolved, That the committee of ways and mean} 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolis| 7 
ing the duty on alum salt. | 
On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, 
_ Resolved, That the committee on the public lands ®} 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of makings} 
grant of Jand to the state of Louisiana, to aid in (ep 
construction of the various works of internal improwy- 
ments, passing through the lands of the United Staaf’ 
in which the said state is engaged. 
Mr. Rice Garland moved the following resolv} 
tion, which was read and laid on the table one ds}, f 
under the rule, viz: tr 
“Resolved, That the postmaster general be direct 
to communicate to this house who was the postmasit! 
at Monroe, in the state of Louisiana, on the Ist dif 
of Axgust, in the year 1838, and for six years previo 
ahd who is the postmaster of that office at this mp 
and, if any change has been made, when it was ma@f- 
That he also communicate whether or not Bernt) 
Hempkin, during the time he was in office, cond.cl#f 
the business in a faithtul, methodical, and correct may 
ner. Also, that he (the said postmaster general) do coy 
municate to this house all the documents, letters“) 
Bspers of any kind addressed to him, or any o ® 
subordinates, relating to the removal of said Peris] 
Hempkin from office, (if he has been removed,) 
the appointment of his successor.” * 
On motion of Mr. Hamer, 


post office anj | 























Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be” 


structed to inquire into the expediency of establishil 
a Span mga bureau in the navy department. 
n motion of Mr. Goode, 
Resolved, That the committee on public lands be" 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporing! 
bill authorizing the state of Ohio to purchase the Uni 
States’ alternate section on the Miami canal, in " 
state of Ohio, and on so much of the Maumee caual as 
in the state of Ohio, at two dollars and fifty cents per ¢ 
On metion of Mr. C. Morris, : 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be @ 
rected to inform this house whatier the fourth 10s" 
ment of the surplus revenue has been deposited ¥" 
the several states, as provided by the act of const 
approved June 23d, 1836, and the payment of wom 
was (by an act Of congress approved October 2d, !>*' 
pusiponed until the Ist day of January, 1839, and, 
not, why it is withheld, contrary to law. 
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Mr. C. H. Williams, 

he secretary of war be directed to 

the manner of wy Ni peer = 
riated during the last session o 

na the erection and repair of arsenals on the 

and to specify the particular expendi- 


= On motion af 
ol tt 
a yee house 


congress for 
western waters, 


h 

ion of Mr. Maury, 
rm hat the committee of claims be instructed 
expediency of so amending the law 
ion for horses or other property de- 
r to the United States by the volunteers in 
to embrace cases in which such delivery 
e without the order of the commanding gen- 
her commanding officer. 
hat the committee of claims be instructed to 
expediency of extendin 
act approved 
king appropriations for the support 
for the ycar 1836, and for other purposes,” 
ies of volunteer mounted men, whose 
ted by the -governor of ‘Tennessee, 
secretary of war, or from 
ding the troops of the United States 


Resolved, T che 
inquire into 
pe Lady, compensation 


livered ove 


the provisions 


inquire into the arch 1, 1837, 


of the 3d sec 
entitled “An 
of the army 
to all the compan 


services were accep 
sitions from the 


tas alien ie 


tion of an 





nerals comman 
- time during the year 1836. 
On motion of | 
Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 

t roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 

of so amending the law in relation to the franking pri- 
s of members of congress as to curtail the privi- 
davs before and after the rise of each ses- 
ss, and further to inquire into the expe- 
e exercise of the 


r. Cheatham, 


lege to sixty 
sion of congress, | ler t 
diency of curtailing and limiting t 
franking privileges of the various officers of the exec- 
utive departments. 
On notion of Mr. Turney, 
Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the payment of commutation pay to the 
heirs of capt. Stephen Merritt, and that said committee 
also inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
* for the payment of commutation to the heirs of capt. 
 Jiles Raines, and that the accompanying papers be re- 
ed to said committee. ei 
eo motion of Mr. J. L. Williams, of Tenn., 
4 Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions inquire into the expediency of repealing the act 
Wof congress of the 6th of April, 1838, which provides, 
‘Fin certain cases, for the payment of pensioners at the 
“treasury department. 
“On Faotion of Mr. Southgate, 
Resolved, That the claims of Milus W. Dickey and 
as. H. McClure & co. be referred to the committee of 





Mr. Graves moved the following resolution, 


hich was rejected: _ ; 

7 Resolved, That the bill of this house proposing a 
purchase, by the government, of the siock held by in- 
dividuals in the Louisville and Portland canal, be made 

e special order for Monday, the 28th instant, from 

Wand after one o’clock. 

* On motion of Mr. Underwood, 

® Resolved, That the secretaries of state, of war, of the 
navy, and of the treasury, be respectfully directed to 

nform this house whether the reports of the standing 

ommittees of either house of congress are recognised 

Wy the accounting officers in their departments as a 

proper foundation upon which to allow a claim against 

e government after the same has been rejected, and 

“Whow many claims, if any, have been allowed within the 

ast two years in consequence of such reports, after the 

ame have been first rejected by the proper accounting 





Mr. Underwood moved the following resolution; 
hich was read, and laid on the table one day un- 
er the rule, viz. 
Resolved, That the secretaries of state, of war, of the 
easury, and of the navy, and the postmaster general, 
e directed to report to this house, at as early a day as 
racticable, the number and salaries of the clerks and 
yed in their respective departments 
eommencement and end of the 


le one dae 


ther persons em 
nd offices at t 
residency of general Jackson. 

Mr. Pope submitted the following, whieh was 
ead and committed to the committee of the whole 
n the state of the union, viz. 


hereas, accordin 
f the 7th section of t 


not Bernat 


to the clear intent and meaning 
e Ist article of the constitution of 
Were United States, which provides that all bills for rais- 
ng revenue shall originate in the house of representa- 
ves, and the 9th section of the same article, which pro- 
des that no money shall be drawn from the treasury 
but in consequence of appropriations made by law, the 
ontrol and safe-keeping of th2 public moneys belong 
0 the representatives of the people: 

lst. Therefore resolved, That a law ought to be pass- 
a by congress to divorce the 
ustody and control of the president and all officers re- 
hovable at his pleasure, and to provide that no money 
hall be drawn from the treasury or places designated 
or the deposite and security of the public money either 
by the mandate of the executive or the judiciary. 

2d. That the public treasury ought to be made inde- 
pendent of the executive and judicial departments, aud 
ubject only to the control of the legislature. 

3d. That the treasurer of the United States ought to 
hold his office, not at the pleasure of the president, but 
luring his good behaviour and the term for which he 
nay be appointed, subject to removal only by impeach- 





affairs be PR 


urse from the 


representatives and the senate. 
4th. That ali the officers to be employed or concern- 
ed in the collection or receipt of the public revenue, 


whose compensation does not exceed the sum of —— 
dollars, ought to be appointed by the treasurer of the 


United States, removable by him for reasonable cause, 
to be reported to congress at their next session; but the 


expression of political opinion, without partisan vio- 
lence or unbecoming interference in elections, ought 


not to be deemed cause for removal, and fitness, 
rity, and good behaviour ought be the essential 
sites in a public officer. 

5th. That the public dues ought to be paid to the 
keepers or depositaries of the public money designated 
by congress or under their authority, instead of the col- 
lecturs and receivers, as now authorized by law. 

6th. That the guardianship and control of the public 
money assigned by the constitution to the legislature has 
been long held by the enlightened friends of freedom in 
England and the United States as the best and only 
effectual security to the liberties of the people, and that 
all laws necessary and proper ought to be passed to 
maintain inviolate this essential and only barner to cor- 
rupt administration and arbitrary power. 

On motion of Mr. Harlan, 

Resolved, That the committee on_ revolutionary 
claims inquire into the expediency of allowing the 
claim of Lewis Webb for services as an ofiicer in the 
war of the revolution. ; 

{The remainder of the resolutions offered this 
day shall have a place in the next “*RecisTer.”’} 


Tuesday, Jan. 15. Mr. Cambreleng, from the 
cominittee of ways and means, moved that that 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of a certain document from the treasury 
department in relation to the construction of the 
revenue law, and that the same be referred to the 
committee on manulactures, and be printed. 

This motion gave rise to some debate between 
Mr. Cambreleng and Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Cambreleng then modified his motion so as 
to move to print the document only; which motion 
was agreed to. 


Among the reports presented were the following: 

By Mr. Word, from the committee on public 
lauds; a bill to confirm certain purchases of the 
public lands in the state of Mississippi under the 
act of the 10th of June, 1834. 

Mr. Loomis, from the same committee, reported 
with an amendment senate bill to change the loca- 
tion of the office of surveyor general ot the district 
composed of the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Michi- 
gan; and without amendment senate bill for the re- 
tief of Jean B. Valle. 

Mr. Turney, froin the committee on the judiciary, 
reported, with amendments, senate bill to amend 
an act entitled an act to require the judge of the 
district of East and West Tennessee to hold a court 
at Jackson, in said staie, approved June 18, 1838. 

The said amendment was ordered to be engros- 
sed, and was subsequently read the third time and 
passed. ; 

Mr. Murray, from the committee on public lands, 
made a report against the memorial of the legisla- 
ture of Missouri, praying that the amount of money 
collected by rents from the lead mines may be re- 
turned to the counties, respectively, in which the 
lead was obtained. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter froin 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting informa- 
tion called for by the house on the 9th of July last, 
as to the number of clerks employed in replying to 
the various calls for information which were made 
by the house at the last session of congress, and 
the expense thereof. 

The Speaker iaid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting a copy of 
the survey and chart of the southern coast of the 
United States from Tybee bar to Hunting island, 
May river, directed by the act of congress of the 
3d March, 1837, with a view to the practicability 
of establishing a naval depot within the waters em- 
braced in the survey. 


Mr. Loomis, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury prepare 
and report to this house, as soon as conveniently may 
be done, statements showing— 

“1. The whole amount of public lands to which the 
Indian title has been extinguished; the amount sur- 
veyed; the amount granted for bounties and public 
services; the amount ceded to states and territories, 
and granted and reserved for the purposes of educa- 
tion, for roads, for canals, and all other special and lo- 
cal objects, and the amount sold. 

“2. The entire cost to the government of al! the 
public lands to which the Indian title has been extin- 
guished, and of the care and sale of the same, as near 
as the same can be ascertained and estimated, includ- 
ing the pay and compensation and expenses to the 
government of all persons employed; the amount paid, 
and obligated to be paid, for the extinguishment of In- 


integ- 
requi- 





vested at 5 per cent. would produce them, and exclud- 





ment or upon the address of a majority of the house of 





ac 


ing the purchase money for cessions from foreign gov- 
ernments; and the expense of Indian wars; and the 
like amount including the purchase money paid for 


the acquisition of lands and territories from foreign gov- 
ernments. 


“3. The quantity of lands that have remained un- 
sold by the latest return, after having been in market 
for the. space of each of the periods—tive years, ten 
years, fifteen years, and twenty years; and the quan- 
lity sold after having been in market for each of the 
same periods; and the quantity thrown into market 
each year, and the quantity sold during each year.” 

The resolution having been read twice, Mr. 
Loomis asked that the house would now consider 
and dispose of the same; which motion was agreed 
to. 

Some debate followed, having reference to the 
necessity of this call for information, it being con- 
tended that the greater portion (if not all of it) was 
already in possession of the house, either in docu- 
ments Yi ae for the house or the senate; Messrs. 
Rice Garland, Loomis, Yell, Harlan and Mont- 
gomery participating. 

Mr. Yell moved to strike out so much of the re- 
solution as relates to the inquiry contained in the 
third division; which motion was rejected. 

And the resolution was adopted—ayes 96, noes 
not counted. 

A bill having been reported in relation to the 
courts in Alabama, and an amendment having been 
proposed, some debate followed, in which Messrs. 
Martin, Chapman, Lyon, and Crabb participated; 
when Mr. Thomas suggested tlrat, as the bill was 
entirely of a local character, its further considera- 
tion should either be postponed until Friday next, 
or that it be recommitted. And the bill was then 
recommitted to the committee on the judiciary. 

The Chair announced the orders of the day. 


Mr. Cambreleng rose and said that he had in- 
tended to ask the house to take up some of the ap- 
propriation bills; but, under the hope that the house 
would dispose of the executive communication in 
relation to the case of Mr. Swartwout, which stood 
in the way of all the business, he would not carry 
his intention into effect this day. He hoped the 
house would come to some decision. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution providing for the appointment of a select 
committee on Mr. Swartwout’s defalcations, the 
pending question being on the motion to strike out 
the words ‘ by ballot,” and insert in lieu thereof 
the words ‘“‘ viva voce.”’ 

The debate was continued by Mr. Legare, who 
was succeeded by Messrs. Cushing, Cushman, 
Wise, Cambreleng, Hoffman, Thomas, Prentiss, and 
Underwood; and, before the latter gentleman con- 
cluded his remarks, the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, January 16. Mr. Dromgoole asked 
the house, by general consent, to talee up and 
consider at this tine the following resolution here- 
tofore offered by him: 

Resolved, That the rules of this house be so amended 
as to substitute the viva voce vote of the members in 
all cases in which the ballot is at present required. 

Mr. D. explained as his reason for calling up the 
resolution now, that its adoption would in all proba- 
bility obviate many difficult questions of order. Mr. 
Wise objected. Mr. Dromgoole moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule. Mr. Wise moved a call of the 
house. Mr. Pickens desired to inquire of the gen- 
tleman who had offered this resolution, whether it 
was intended to’include the case of the election of 
president and vice president of the United States? 

Mr. Dromgoole was understood to say that he had 
offered the resolution with the express view of 
meeting such cases as were embraced within the 
rules of the house. The election of president and 
vice president were provided for by the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and not by the rules of 
the house. In any event, the latter election would 
not come on this session. 

Mr. Adams appealed to Mr. Dromgoole to with- 
draw his motion, so as to postpone the considera- 
tion of the resolution until there would be an op- 
portunity tooceupy some of the time of the house 
in the discussion of the important principle it con- 
tained. Mr. Dromgoole did not withdraw the mo- 


tion. And the — being then taken on the 
motion of Mr. Wise, a call of the house was or- 
dered. 


And the roll having been called, 153 members 
answered to their names. 

The names of the absentees were then called, 
when there appeared additional members so as to 
make up the number of 190 members answering 
to their names. 

And, on motion, all further proceedings on the 
call were suspended, 

The question recurring on the motion to suspend 
the rules, Mr. Keim demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. Mr. Lewis Williams moved 





dian titles, accounting annuities at such sums as in- | 


to lay the resolution on the table. The Speaker 
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said that motion was not now in order, the resolu- 


fore the house was on the motion to suspend the 
rules. Mr. Wise inquired of the chair if it was 
not in order to move to lay the motion to suspend 
the rules on the table? The Speaker said that mo- 
tion would be in order, but that'was not the motion 
which had been submitted by the gentleman from 
North Carolina. And the question on the motion 
to suspend the rules was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—yeas 97, nays 93. (Not two-thirds.) 
So the rules were not suspended to allow Mr. 
Dromgvole’s motion for changing the rules to be 
considered. Mr. Lewis Williams presented certain 
joint resolutions from the legislature of the state of 
North Carolina, on the subject of the distribution 
of the public lands. On motion of Mr. W. the 
same were read, and referred to the select commit- 
tee heretofore appointed on the same subject, and 
were ordered to be printed. 

A number of committees made reports upon in- 
dividual claiins. 

Mr. McKay, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill to amend the act entitled ‘an 
act for calling forth the militia to execute the laws 
of the union, suppress insurrections and repel in- 
vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for those 
purposes, approved February 28, 1795. 

Mr. Howard, from the coumittee on foreign af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the settlement of the ac- 
counts of the state of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Legare, from the same committee, made a 
report against the petition of the Franklin Asso- 
ciation of Ministers of Massachusettss, fora con- 
vention of nations, to adjudicate national contro- 
versies without a resort to war. 

Mr. Whitilesey from the committee on revolu- 
tionary pensions, reported a bill to amend the act 
of the 7th July, 1838, granting half pay and pen- 
sions to certain widows. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the select committee appoint- 
ed on the subject of steam engines, moved for the 
printing of two communications from the secretary 
of the treasury on the subject of steam engines, 
together with the petition of citizens of Pittsburg 
in behalf of Cadwallader Evans’s invention, and 
the petition of owners of steamboats at Louisville, 
which had been referred to that committee. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

On leave given, Mr. Sergeant also introduced a 
resolution providing that 10,000 extra copies of the 
report of the secretary of the treasury on steam en- 
gines be printed for the use of this house; and also 
so many extra copies of the two comimunications 
this day ordered to be printed. 

Which resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. S. Mason, from the select committee to which 
the bill to repeal the second section of ‘‘an act to 
extend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants and returning surveys thereon to the 
general land office, approved July 7, 1838,”’ was 
referred on the 14th instant, reported the same 
without amendment, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time to-day. 


The house then resutned the consideration of the 
resolution of Mr. Cambreleng, providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on the Swart- 
wout defalcations. 

The debate was continued by Mr. Underwood, 


followed by Mr. Fry, Mr. Martin, Mr. Biddle, Mr. 
Toucey, and Mr. Duncan, who had not conclu- 
ded what he had to say, when, on motion of Mr 
Turney, the house adjourned (about 5 o’clock.) 


Thursday, December 17. After several reports 
upon individual claims had been received, 

Mr. Casey laid before the house a communication 
froin the secretary of war to Mr. Casey, as chair- 
man of the committee on public lands, enclosing the 
following letter from H. D. Gilpin, solicitor of the 
treasury, to wit: 

“T have received a letter, dated the 3d instant, from 
Messrs. Morris and Collins and Butterfield, the special 
counsel of the United States, at Chicago, relative to the 
claim of J. B. Branbien to the military reservation at 
fort Dearborn. In this letter they state that they are 
informed that Branbien and his grantees will make ap- 
plication to congress, at the present session, fr the pur- 

ose of obteining a special law confirming his claim. 

f such an effortshould be made, it is desirable that the 
committee, who may have charge of the matter, should 
be informed of the conclusive evidence that exists, both in 
this office and the war department, against 1\s allowance, 
and it seems to me proper to submit to you the prepric- 
ty of apprizing the committee on public lands and also 


on private land claims in both houses of the existence of 


such evidence, so that, at all events, the facts may be 


fairly before them.” 
Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post of- 


fice and post roads, reported, without amendment, 


senate bill further to regulate the transportation of 


The said bill was read a third time and passed. 
Mr. Adams, from the committee on manulactures, 
reported a bill to authorize the importation, free 
of duty, of the iron materials for certain iron ves- 
sels. 

Mr. Ingham, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported the following resolution; which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, Tnat the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of building five 
hrigs or schooners for the public service, the same 


having been recommended by the secretary of the 
navv. 


Mr. Howard moved to amend the resolution by 
inserting ‘and also into the expediency of building 
steam-cutters, to be employed in the revenue ser- 
vice.” Mr. Kennedy having suggested that the in- 
quiry propused in his amendment was already be- 
fore the committee on naval affairs, Mr. H. with- 
drew his motion. Mr. Petrikin made some remarks 
in opposition to the resolution. Mr. Ingham sup- 
ported it on the ground that a recommendation to 
that effect had come from the navy department, and 
thai the committee were not authorized to consider 
the subject at all unless specially anthorized by the 
house. He believed that the house had not yet re- 
ferred to the committee on naval affairs that portion 
of the president’s message and of the report of the 
secretary of the navy which relates to this subject. 
And the question having been taken, the resolution 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Tillinghast gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to bringin a bill to allow a draw- 
back of duties on imported hemp, when manufac- 
tured into cordage and exported. 

A motion was made by Mr. Legare that the re- 
port of the committee on foreign affairs, made yes- 
terday, on the memorial of the Association of Frank- 
lin Ministers of the gospel at New Salem, in the 
state of Massachusetts, (a peace memorial,) be 
printed. Mr. Howard moved to amend the same by 
adding, after the word “given,” ‘in a report pre- 
sented on the 13th June, 1838, and numbered 979 
in the printed documents of the 2d session of the 
25th congress.” 

Mr. 4dams moved that the memorial of Orris 
Bachelor, and 500 or 600 other citizens of New 
York, on the same subject, (referred at this ses- 
sion,) be printed, together with the report of the 
committee, and that the same be recommitted to 
the committee on foreign affairs, that they might 
embody a report, not only on the proposition for 
a congress of nations, but also on the proposition 
(contained in similar memorials) in relation to 
friendly mediation between France and Mexico. 
Some debate followed, in which Messrs. Adams, 
Legure, Howard, and Cushing participated; the 
three latter gentlemen opposing the motion to re- 
commit on the ground that the two propositions 
were separate and distinct, and that the latter pro- 
position was now receiving the careful attention of 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Petrikin demanded the previous question, 
but withdrew it. Mr. 4dams then said that after 
the explanations which had been given, he would 
withdraw his motion to recommit. He wished, 
however, that the memorial he had referred to 
should be printed together with the report. Mr. 
Petrikin renewed his motion for the previous ques- 
tion, and the house seconded the demand. And 
the main question was ordered to be now taken. 
And the main question, being on the printing of 
the report of the committee, was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative, and the report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The hour having elapsed, the Chair announced 
the orders of the day. 

The Speaker laid before the house a message 
froin the president of the United States, suggesting 
the propriety of setting apart a tract of country west 
of the Mississippi for the Seminole Indians, so that 
they may be separate from the Creeks, 

Also, a letter from the secretary of war, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the house of the 31st ult. 
requiring a statement of the quantity and descrip- 
lion of arms procured and distributed since the 
conclusion of the last war with Great Britain. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of war, in com- 
pliance with the law of April, 1808, transmitting a 
statement of all contracts nade by the department 
of war during the year 1838. 


On motion of Mr. Elmore, the house took up, 
considered, and adopted the following resolutions 
heretofore offered by him: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury report 
to this house statements of the value of the exports and 
imports of each state and territory for the years 1837 
and 1833, showing what amount of the exports was of 
foreign, and what of domestic growth and manufac- 
ture; the amount of duties accruing each year on such 
imports, and the amount actually collected, what 





the mail upon railroad. 


cee 


was paid in euch state. 
Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury repor 
further to this house what articles under the Pe ; 
tariff of duties are duty free, and what are chargeal. 
with duties; also, what is the specific or ad valore a 
duty paid on each article now, and what wil] be ihe 
ea of duty under each reduction provided {o; by 
aw. 
The house resumed the consideration of the b 
president’s message, relating to the default of Sam. | 
uel Swartwout. The question being on the motio, | 
of Mr. Thomas, of the 9th instant, to amend th. | 
amendment moved by Mf. Garland, of Virginia, of : 
the 8th instant, to the motion made by Mr. Cam. | 
breleng, on the 19th of December, by striking out 
the word ballot, and inserting the words viva voce | 
Mr. Duncan having concluded his speech x | 
about half past four o’clock—Mr. Peirikin requires | 
the previous question. Mr. Grennell demanded , 
call of the house. At the request of Mr. Stanly | 
of North Carolina, however, Mr. Petrikin wiij. | 
drew the requisition, and Mr. Grennell his motion, | 
Mr. Stanly then went into a brief reply to mM; | % 
Duncan, chiefly relating to that gentleman’s alleged | 
abolition principles. “i 
[Mr. Duncan denied himself to be an abolition. | 
ist; and many interruptions and much confusion en. 
sued. Mr. Stanly read extracts from a letter which | 
Mr. Duncan avowed as his, in which slavery was | 
spoken of in very severe terms.] Mr. Stanly be. [ 
ing bound by a pledge to Mr. Petrikin to renew the [ 
call for the previous question, expressed his reluc. | 
tance to do so without allowing an opportunity fo 
explanation and rejoinder from Mr. Duncan; but & 
Mr. Petrikin refusing to release him, Mr. Stanly | 
moved the previous question. : 


Mr. Wise inquired what would be the effect of 
the motion for the previous question, if it prevail. | 
ed? Would it not cut off the amendment which [ 
proposed the appointment of the committee by | 
ballot? The Speaker replied in the affirmative, | 
Mr. Wise then moved a call of the house. ‘Teller | 
were appointed, and the vote announced to be: ayes 
91, noes 90. The speaker voting in the negative, | 
produced a tie; sothe motion for a call of the house | 3 
was lost. Mr. Kennedy then moved an adjouru- 
ment. Many voices at once demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and resulted as fol- | © 
lows: yeas 14, nays 193. So the house refused to | 
adjourn. | 


Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, renewed the motion] — 
fora call of the house. The question was agai | 
taken by tellers, and resulted in the negative: aves |” 
99, noes 101. So the irotion was negatived. The} 
call for the previous question was not sustained by 7 
a majority of the house—ayes 94, noes 118. Aa” 
adjournment was again moved, but lost. 


Mr. Kennedy, amidst deafening cries for the ques- 
tion, addressed the house; and having proceeded — 
some time, yielded to a motion by Mr. Howard to ~ 
adjourn; but the motion was negatived—ayes 83, | ~ 
noes 113. Mr. Kennedy, having added a few} 
words, yielded his wishes to the impatience of the} 
house, and resumed his seat. 

The cry for the question was now tremendous. 
The chair said that the question was on the amen: 
ment moved by Mr. Thomas to the amendment of 
Mr. Wise, viz: to strike out “by ballot,” and insert 
‘viva voce.” 

Mr. Wise made a point of order, that it was not 
in order to move the amendment to the amendmett, 
viz to strike out “ballot” and insert “viva voce," 
because, by the rule of the house, ‘all committees | 
shall be appointed by the speaker, unless otherwist — 
specially directed by the house, in which case they 
shall be appointed by ballot.”” The Speaker deci ~ 
ded that it was in order to move the amendment, and” 
that the point raised might be ‘a fit ground fori 
rejection by the house, but not within the compe 7 
tence of the speaker to suppress, as if it welt) 
against order;” that if the amendment to the amev") 
ment be agreed to by a majority, and the amen 
ment as amended be incorporated into the resol” 
tion by a majority, the resolution, in that for 
would require, under the 119th rule, which prop 
vides, ‘‘nor shall any rule be suspended, except by 
a vote of at least two-thirds of the members pif 
sent,”’ a vote of two-thirds to pass the same. 

From this decision, that the motion to amend {ht 
amendment was in order, Mr. Wise appealed. 

The question of order was debated by Mess' 

Wise, Elmore, Fillmore, Bunks, and W. C. Joh 
son; when Mr. Harlan moved the previous que 
tion, which was seconded, put, and carried; 4” 
the main question being on the appeal, and the 
yeas and nays having been ordered, to avoid de!ay) 
Mr. Wise withdrew his appeal. 


(For the result of this day’s proceedings, se¢ firs 
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